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PREFACE. 


H E works of 83 
Racine, were publiſhed 

in Holland. in the year 1 763. 
by his younger ſon Lionel; and by 
him addreſſed to his ſon, then a 
youth, as appears by his adviſing 
him to attend principally to the 
laſt collection of letters from Mr. 


RacinE to his ſon , as they were 
what he was at his age moſt capa- 


ble of underſtanding. 


Theſe letters I have often receiv- 
ed great pleaſure in reading, and 


was therefore induced to venture 


-- 


at a tranſlation of them, hoping 
they might be an agreeable enter- . 
tainment to young perſons, : and aſ- ] 
fiſt in forming their minds to a love 
of virtue and knowledge, which 


YT ſeems 
* The ſubject of the preſent volume. 


ä * 8 
pe - 


23 him to the purſuit of ſuch ſtu- 


1 PREFACE. 


ſeems to have "be Mr. "FF IEF, s 


chief deſign in writing them to 


kis ſon: I have always thought 
they exhibited a moſt Send Pic. 
ture of a tender and affectionate 
parent, carefully watching over the 


conduct of a beloved ſon, and em- 


bracing every opportunity of in- 


fpiring him with ſentiments of re- 


ligion and piety toward God, duty 
and affection to his parents and 
relations, and univerſal benevolence 


to all his fellow-creatures ; laying 
hold of every the leaſt failure in his 


conduct, to admoniſn him in the 
kindeſt and moſt gentle manner 


whenever he was wrong, but always 


expreſſing the higheſt ſatisfaction 
in applauding, when praiſe-wor- 
thy, on every occaſion; recommend- 


dics 


1 - 
* 
„ 
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dies as he thought would be moſt 


conducive to his attaining the cha- 

; racter of a truly wiſe and good 
man; and indeed he always appears 

more defirous that he ſhould be a 


virtuous man and a good chriſtian, | 


than that he ſhould poſſeſs thoſe 


brilliant qualifications which too 
often have but little ſincerity or 
real goodneſs of heart attached: to 
them | 


It is very obſervable that though 5 


M. Racinsg was himſelf a very 
eminent poet, and had wrote ſe- 
veral things for the ſtage, yet hav- 


ing for ſome years taken a more 
ſerious turn, he earneſtly diſſuad- 


ed his ſon from ſpending too much 


of his time in reading poetry and 


the belles lettres, as well knowing 


£1 "M2 thoſe 


— — — — 
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thoſe were in their nature too pleaſ- 
ing to a youthful mind, and there- 
fore liable to entice and draw him 
from more beneficial and uſeful ſtu- 
dies. Had M. Racine lived in theſe 
days, what would he have thought 
of thoſe numerous publications 
both in French and Engliſh, of 
inſipid novels (to ſay no worſe of 
them) which are now made the 
principal reading of the youth of 
both ſexes and of all ranks, and 
which it is to be feared, do not 
a little contribute to that general 
love of idleneſs and diſſipation, and 
taſte for frivolous amuſements, ſo 
univerſally and fo juſtly: e 
ed of. 


It is evident M. Racine in- 
tended his ſon to be employed in 
5 . the 
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the public buſineſs of the ſtate, 
and to that end, had placed him 
in the family of Monſ. Bonnere- 
paux, then the French ambaſſa- 
dor at the Hague, and a particular 
friend to Monſ. RacixE; and al- 
ſo had eſtabliſhed great connecti- 
ons for him at court, ſuch as Ma- 
reſchal Noailles, Monſ. d' Torcy, 
and many others; to ſtrengthen 
which connections, he continued 
longer at court than his great love 
of retirement, added to his infirm 
ſtate of health, would otherwiſe 
have inclined him to do, but we 
know it is no uncommon thing 
for parents to be diſa ppointed in 
the views they have for their chil- 
dren. 


As 


vnn PREFACE. 


As Monſ. Racine, was a man 
of great learning and politeneſs, 
having ſpent the greater part of 
his life in the'court, and about 
the perſon of Lewis the XIVth. 
at a time when the French monar- 
chy was in its greateſt ſplendor, 
we may therefore reaſonably con- 
clude theſe letters contain nothing 
but what he thought proper to en- 

able a perſon to act with propri- 
ety in the polite circle, and that 
he never once ſuppoſed that a good 
moral character was incompatible 
with that of a ſtateſman ; but on 
the contrary, that it would rather 
advance his intereſt, and that it 
was at all times very conſiſtent 
with true politeneſs. As theſe 


are the ſentiments of a good and 


virtuous F renchman, I hope they 
wil 


PREFACE ix 
will be thought worthy to be a- 
dopted into our conduct, and that 
as we have followed his country- 
men through many a fantaſtick 


round of faſhion and folly, we 
may for once condeſcend to take 


2 good example from them. 


I beg leave to add a word or 
two to ſuch of my countrymen as I 
have ſometimes heard aſſert, that 
there is as much freedom of con- 
verſation in France as in England, 
on the ſubjects of religion and po- 
litics; to ſuch I would obſerve; 
how very cautious Monſ. Racine, 
always expreſſes himſelf even of the 
little occurrences that happened a- 
bout the court, and how earneſtly he 
recommends the ſame cautious con- 
duct to his ſon, telling him there 

are 


= FRE TA EE. 

are certain ſubjects which it is al- 
ways improper te treat with too 
much freedom ; and particularly 
adviſing him not to appear curi- 
ous about a book that was publiſſi- 
ed in Holland, relating to Janſeniſm, 
not ſo much as to enquire he- 
ther it was in defence of, or againſt 
it; but notwithſtanding all this 


caution, we find his being related 
to the abbeſs of Port Royal, and 
having interceded in behalf of that 


monaſtery, drew on him the re- 
ſentment of the Jeſuits, who repre- 
ſented him as favoring innovations, 
as he complains in His letter to 
Madame de Maintenon, which 1 
have inſerted at the latter end of 
| theſe letters, and where I have ac- 


counted for the reaſon of his fears 
that 


PREFACE. xi 

that the king locked cool on him, 
to the grief of which (his ſon Li- 
onel, the writer of his life, which 
is prefixed to his works) imputes 
in ſome meaſure the cauſe of his 
illneſs. I have alſo inſerted the 
only letter which is preſerved, that 
he wrote to his wife; and alſo one 
to Madame Riviere, his ſiſter, 


Which are all that relate to his fa- 


mily, and only ſerve to ſhew the 
real charity and goodneſs of heart 
he was bleſſed with: Such a man 
is a credit to any country or reli- 
gion, and I wiſh many may be in- 
duced to copy his virtues. 


I have no more to add, but that 
if theſe letters afford a reaſonable 
| enter- 


pleaſed 
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The firſt Letter appears to have been wrote 
' when Monſieur Racine was attending the King 
of France, at the Siege of Namur, and his 
Sen, then a Lad at Home, ill of the Small 
Por, ent the Care As his Mother, 


LETTER I. 


Camp, before Namur. 
0 U may ſee, my dear Son, by the abt 


ters I have wrote to your Mother, how | 
much I am affected by your illneſs, and the 


concern it is to me that I am not near to 
conſole you. I am much pleaſed to find you bear 


with patience, the diſorder it has pleaſed God 


to afflict you with, and that you are careful in 
* e 0 ob- 
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„ n. 

it is of the utmoſt importance to be tracta- 
dle, and as you are ſo, I hope, by the bleſ- 
ſing of God, no evil accident will happen 
to you: it is a diſeaſe few eſcape, and it ge- 


nerally fares better with — of your age, 
than when farther advanced in life. I ſhall 


rejoice to receive a letter from your own hand, 


but defire you will not attempt writing, till 
you are perfectly recovered, left it ſhould pre- 

Judice your ſight, * When my anxiety about 
your health is over, I will ſend you news 


about the ſiege of Namur. It is expected to 
ſurrender ſoon, which will give me the more 
pleaſure, as it will enable me to ſee you at 


| Paris ſhortly. Adieu, my dear child! 
ſubmit with reſignation to God's holy will, 
in this and every other of his diſpenſations, 


and aſſure yourſelf of my ſincere affection 


and earneſt deſire to ſee you. 


7 DEGI 


obſerving what is directed you; believe me, 


OS 


„%% 2-23 


Camp, before Namur, June 10. | 


BY the great unèaſineſs your illneſs gave 
me, you may judge of my joy at your reco- 
very; you have great reaſon to return God 
thanks that no bad accident has befallen you 
and that the defluxion in your eyes, has had 
no ill conſequence, I am much pleaſed with 
the gratitude you expreſs for the great care 
your mother has taken of you, and which I 
hope you never will forget, but take every 
opportunity to acquit yourſelf of the many 
obligations you have to her, by a chearful and 
ready compliance with whatever ſhe deſires 
of you, Your letter was very well wrote 
which was the moſt agreeable proof you 
could give me of your recovery, I do not 


defire you ſhould return tp your ſtudies yet, 


but rather adviſe you to read only ſuch things 
as may amuſe you, till the doctor gives you 
leave to reſume your ſtudies, Make my kind 

2 > 2; com- 


n 


compliments to your preceptor for his care of 
you; and I hope your conduct will be ſuch 
that he'may have no cauſe to repent the great 
Pains he has taken with you. I hope to have 
the pleaſure of ſeeing you ſoon, as I conclude 
the reductlon of the Caſtt of Namur will ſoon 
| follow that of the city. f Adieu, my dear ſon, 
my compliments to your ſiſters; but, as 1 
don't know whether they are permitted to ſee 
you yet, let. the uy alone lt f'yok 
_—_ them, | 33 


_ 
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Camp before Thieuſel, June 13th, 

YOU would: pleaſe me much by giving 
me an account of your ſtudies. I hope you 
will not give too much attention to the 
French poets, but look on them as amuſe- 
ment only and not ſtudy. I wiſh you would 
ſometimes entertain me with paſſages: from 
Homer, Aa ane other authors 'of 
that 


r I. 5 


that fort I rather wiſh. you. bay not made 
your epigram ; as well becauſe it is but mid- 
dling, as becauſe ! cannot ſufficient!y recom- 

mend to you not to ſ uffer yourſelſt to be tempt- 


ed ta. write. poetry ON which will only divert 
the mind from other ſtudies ; but, above al, 
it never ſhould be pointed againſt any per- 
ſon. Monſ. Deſpreaux has a talent peculiar! 
to himſelf, which hould de no example to 
you or any one elſe. He has not only re- 
ceived from Heaven a moſt exceltent genius: 
for ſatyr ; but has alſo great judgment to. diſ- 
cern what is praiſe worthy and. what blame-- 


Flt may ſeem ſtrange, that Monſ. Racine, a poet 
himſelf, ſhould be ſo ayerſe to his ſon's writing or 
reading poetry ; but, we may ſuppoſe, he knowing 
what a bewitching ſtudy it was, might be fearful it 
ſhould occaſion him to negle& what he thought of 
much more importance; and, having imbibed very 
ſerious and religious notions, might think it attended 
with too much levity : at leaſt, we muſt admire his 
ſentiment, that it ſhould never be levelled at any one, 
unleſs guided by ſuch an excellent genius and great 

judgment as Monſ. Deſpreaux poſſeſſed. : 
„„ able. 


able. As bei is ſo good : as to amuſe. himſelf 
with you, it it is much to your advantage, and 
1 deſire you will profit thereby, by giving 
| great attention to him; and carefully avoid 
talking too much. J muſt alſo ſay, I ſhould 
be glad if you paid more regard to your writ- 
ing; 1 ſuppoſe you write faſt, as the forming 
vour letters ſeems much neglefteds But, 
Pray let not any thing I ſay make you uneaſy ; 
for I am on the whole very well pleaſed with 
you, and only give you theſe hints, to excite 
you to exert yourſelf, and do your beſt in all 
things. T ſuppoſe your mother will tell you 
the news I have ſent her. Adieu, my dear 
ſon, I don't think I ſhall be able to write to 
you or any one elſe theſe three or four days; 
but let me hear from you as often as you can, 
and let me know how your liſters do, and pray 
embrace them for me. 


LET. 


rr 


LT TE * Mo.” 


Fontainbleau? 


THE account you ſent diverted me 


| much, and I am obliged to you for it: I. 


ſhewed it to Monſ. Montmorene, and. 


Monſ. de Chevreuſe. I am ſurpriſed they 


ſtill let you read the fables of Phædrus, 
which ſeem to me better adapted to ſcholars 


not ſo far advanced; but I confide in e 5 
Rollin who is the beſt judge. De la Fon- 


taine's fables are only to be had at Monſ. 


Thierry” s, or Monſ. Barbin's, which a little 
embarraſſes me, becauſe I fear they will not 
let me pay for them. I wiſh you could bor- 
row them till I return. I fancy Mr. Deſ- 
preaux has them, and if ſo, I dare fay he will 
lend them to you, if not, your mother may 
take you to Monſ. Thierry's; buy them and 
pay for them. Adieu, my dear ſon. | 


* Monſ. Racine muſt then be returned with the 
Court from the Campaign. | 


B 4 | Tell 


8 % E TTA N V. 

Tell your ſiſters I am glad to. hear they 
think of me, and wiſh for my return. I de- 
fire them to be careful to ſerve God, as I alſo 
wiſh you to do, that, during this year allotted | 
to the ſtudy of rhetoric, he may give you grace 
to advance more and more in the knowledge 
and love of him, which is the only true know- 
ledge, the reſt veeng: | all very et and fri- 
volous. 


LETTER Ws 


I 8 0a. 8th. 


1 HAD ſome thoughts of correcting your 
_ verſion, and ſending it back as it ought to be, 


but I found it would take too much time, on 


account of the numerous places where you have 
not caught the author's ſenſe, J perceive 

Cicero's epiſtles are too difficult for you as 
yet, becauſe, in order to a thorough under- 
| ſtanding of them, one ſhould be perfectly verſ- 
ed in the hiſtory of thoſe times, which you 


are not ; therefore [ think it wauld be more 
: uſeful, 


* 


Targa 0 


uſeful, if, at your leiſure, you would tranſ- - 
cribe the battle of Thraſymene, which you 
were ſo much charmed with, beginning with 
the onſet ; do not hurry yourſelf, but put it 
in the moſt natural eaſy manner you are able. ; 
I highly approve of your walks to Auteuil; 
pray let Monſ. Deſpreaux know how ſenſible 
you are of the honor he does you in condeſ- 
cending to entertain you. 


Vou may take Voiture from among my books 
if you will, but it requires great taſte to un- 
derſtand his letters. If you muſt read ſome 
French books, I had rather it ſhould be the 
tranſlation of Herodotus, which is very enter- 
taining, and will inſtruct you in the moſt an- 
cient hiſtory except the Bible, I think a 
great variety of reading at your age tends only 
to confuſe the memory, and divide the atten- 
tion: we will talk more of that when I re- 
turn to Paris, Adieu; remember me to your 


ſiſters, 
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vo have given me a very good account 
of your ſtudies, and of your converſation with 


Monſ. Deſpreaux. It is very deſirable for 


you to be often in ſuch good company, from 


which you cannot fail reaping great advan- 
tage, provided, that when with a, perſon of 


his talents you take more care to hear than 


to talk. I am well pleaſed with your verſion, 
but cannot judge if it is exact, having with 
me only the firſt volume of Epiſtles to Atti- 


cus inſtead of the ſecond, which I intended; 


indeed, I fear I have loſt it, as I am almoſt ſure 
I had it here; but as it is, chuſe from one of 
the firſt ſix books any letter you would tranſ- 
late, but don't let the ſubject be ſo dry as the 


laſt, in which he treats almoſt wholly on affairs 
of buſineſs, There are many fine epiſtles on 


the ſituation of the Republic at that time, 


and the great events which happened at Rome. 
b : You 


LE T.T..E RM: vs 0 
You can ſcarce read any book that can be 
more uſeful, and aſſiſt you better to form a 
Judgment of things ; but let me guard you 
againſt treating injuriouſly a man ſo worthy of 
the eſteem of all ages as Cicero; it does not 
become ſo young a perſon as you, nor indeed 
any man, to call him by that ugly name of 
coward ; always remember. this paſſage of 
Quintillian, who was himſelf a great man, 
Ille procuifſe ſtiat cui Cicero valde placebit; fo 
that you had better have only ſaid, he was 
not ſo brave and intripid as Cato; he died 
bravely, and would probably not have made 
fo much lamentation as you did if Monſ. Car- 
meline had cleaned his teeth. Put your mo- 
ther in mind to examine my ſtudy, leſt the 
mice deſtroy my books, When you write 
you need not uſe the ceremony of © Your 
dutiful, &c.* I know your hand-writing ſo 
well there is no need to ſign your name. 


LET 
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LETTER, * 


Fontainbleau, OR. 2500 


-Monf: W is right in apprehend- 
ing, that during your courſe of philoſophy, 
you will ſomewhat abate of your taſte for 
the Belles Lettres; but I hope better things, 
às I find you often refreſſi your memory hy 
reading the beſt authors, beſides, you ſtudy 
under a maſter who has great taſte: and eru- 
dition Iwill likewiſe contribute ail 1 can 
to affiſt you in remembering what you have 
read, as I ſhall always take great pleaſure in 
converſing with you on thoſe ſubjects. Vour 
eldeſt ſiſter complains with reaſon of you, as 
it ſeems you make ſo ſaiall af return to the 
6 great kindneſs ſhe has for you : it cannot be 
much trouble to write her a letter, if it were 

only to give her an account of your younger 
ſiſters, and it would give her the * plea- 
ſure. 


You 


E 


You may well pity my concern at ſeeing 


one of the beſt friends I have in the world, 
Monſ. Nicole, endure ſo'much : I hope ei- 


ther the ſtrength of nature, or the medicines 


given him, will relieve him ſoon. I have the 


ſatisfaQion to hear the doctors ſay, they ſee - 
no reaſon to fear his life, or I confeſs 1 ſhould. 
be almoſt inconſolable. 


As you are deſirous of news, I wiſh I had. 
ſome to ſend you; but I know only two. 
things can give you any pleaſure; one is, 


that we are almoſt certain of taking Charleroi, 


the other is the raiſing the ſiege of Belgrade; 
when I fay pleaſure, it is not talking much 
like a chriſtian ; ; but the hatred the Germans 
bear us is ſo great, as almoſt obliges us to 
thank God for their bad ſucceſs, that they 


may be forced to make peace with France and 


conſent to the repoſe of Chriſtendom, rather 
than they ſhould agree with the Turks, 


—— 
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C 8. 


F ontainbleau, Nov. 1 WY 

M Y dear ſon, you do me pleaſure by ſend- | 
ing me news, but I would not have you take 
it from the Dutch gazette, for, beſides that, 
we have it as well as you. You will there 
meet with very different phraſes, like that you 


made uſe of rer erutter, inſtead of what you 


ſhould have ſaid, faire des recruttes. Send me 
news of your ſiſter : it is right to vary your 
ſubje& ſometimes, and not always write about | 
Ireland or Germany. The battle gained by 
Monſ. Luxembourg. was more conſiderable 


| than it was at firſt thought to be; the enemy 
left 1, 300 dead on the plain, and we have ta- 


ken 500 priſoners, among whom are officers. 
We have taken in all 36 ſtandards, and they | 


confeſs they have above 200 wounded. The 


king's houſhold troops did wonders, never 
charging, but ſword in hand, and each cavalier 


returned with a bloody ſword, We have this 
| morn- 


morning W that Monſ. Boufflers bas de- 
feated therear guard of a body of Germans near 


Dinant. Write to me frequently, but don't let 


that hinder your dear mother from writing; 


for I ſhould be ſorry to loſe the pleaſure of 
her letterss. Adieu, my dear ſon, make my 
reſpects to your mother and liſters. 


07.0: E * E | * f IX. 


1 an Nov. 20th. 


I cannot refrain telling you, my dear ſon, 
how much pleaſed I am with the account your 
mother gives me of you ; ſhe ſays you love 
to do. good, and more, that you fear God and 


take pleaſure in ſerving him, which. is the 


greateſt ſatisfaction I can receive, and the 
higheſt felicity 1 can wiſh for you; and 4 
ſincerely hope the farther you advance in life 
the more you will be ſenſible, that there i is no 
true happineſs but in the ſervice of God. 


I approve'the manner in which you divide 
your time and ſtudies, and only wiſh the days 
you 
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you do hot go to college, you would again read 
Cicero, and refreſh your memory with ſome 
of the fineft paſſages - of Horace and Virgil: 

theſe are authors proper to accuſtom you to 
think and write with juſtneſs and purity. 
Tell your mother poor Monſ. Sigur has had 
his leg cut off, the foot being torn off by a 
cannon-ball. His wife married him for his 
beauty, and employed the greateſt part of her 
fortune to buy him a commiſſion, and the firſt 
campaign it has coſt him a leg, a great num- 
ber of his comrades, officers of the gens d'- 

armes, are killed or wounded ; but to make. 
amends, the victory was great, and we every 
day find. freſh advantage from it. It is ſaid, the 
enemies loſs amounted to near ten thouſand. 
1 bave ſeen the colors and ſtandards taken and 
ſent home by Monſ. Catinat; and I would 
have? you go to Notre Dame to ſee them; there 
are one hundred and two colours, and but 
four ſtandards. A certain proof that the ene - 
mies horſe did not make much reſiſtance, but 
abandoned the foot ſoon, who were almoſt all 
cut to pieces; whole battallions fell on their 


knees, 


knees, begging for quarter, which was grant- 
ed to ſome, but not to the Germans, they 


having declared they would give none. The 


archbiſhop of Sens loſt his brother in the 
battle. 


n 
Fontainbleau, Sept. 25th, 


IAM obliged to you for the care you have 
taken of the things I deſired. I am grieved 


at the account you ſend of Monſ. Nicole; I 


wiſh you would call on him from me, and 
ſend me word how you find him. I thought 
I had put a little book among my things, 
which I am very ſorry not to find there; it 


is the Latin Pſalms, by Vatable, in two vo- 


lumes, octavo, with notes. I wiſh you would 
look for it, and pack it neatly in paper, and 


ſend it to me. I ſhall write to your mother 


to-morrow; remember me to her and your 
liſters, e 


An” LE Ts 
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.L E * T E R KI. 
N n een May 23d. 


I Deſire you well tell Monſ. Grimaret, 
that I read his memoirs to the Chancellor, 
who ſaid that Monſ. Couſin thought nothing 
good or uſeful to the public could ariſe from 

that ſcheme ; but I will ſee Monſ. Harlai, and 
will aſk him, if he will undertake to perſuade 
the chancellor. | 85 


Lou ſeem by your letter to envy Mad. C. 
becauſe ſhe has read more plays and romances 
than you bave. I will give you my ſenti- 
ments on that head, with the fincerity which 
it is my duty to uſe towards you. I am very 
ſorry you lay ſo much ftreſs on ſuch trifles, 
which at beſt ſhould ſerve only to unbend the 

mind ſometimes, but by no means to. engroſs 
ſo much of the heart as I fear they do of yours: 
you are employed in :ferious ſtudies, which 


qught to engage your whole attention ; and 
| While 
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while thus eyes, and we pay maſters to 
inſtruct you, you ſhould carefully avoid what- 


ever tends to diſſipate the mind, and turn you 
from thoſe ſtudies. Not only conſcience and 
religion oblige you to this donduct, but you 


ſhould have conſideration and reſpect enough 


— 


for me, to conform a little to my ſentiments, 


while you are of an age in which you ought 


to be directed. I do not ſay that you ſhould 


not ſometimes, by way of amuſement, read 


iuch things; and you ſee T have myſelf many 


French books very capable of diverting you; 
but I ſhould be much afflicted if this kind of 
reading ſhould create in you a diſguſt for more 


uſeful learning, eſpecially for books of piety 


and morality, which ſort you never mention, 


and J fear have no taſte for; though you 


know that I take more delight in them than 
in any other reading, and you may believe me, 
though you ſhould talk ever ſo well of plays 
and romances, it will be of little uſe towards 
your advancement in life,neither will thatkind 
of knowledge make you much eſtcemed, I ſhall 

B 2 | omit 
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- omit ſaying more on this head till I ſee you. 
You will always.give me pleaſure when you 
write freely, and do not conceal any thing 
from me. Lou muſt conclude I do not 
mean to vex you, nor have any other view 
than to contribute to your having a ſolid un- 
, derftanding, and ſentiments. that I need not 
: be aſhamed of when you come into the world, 
I aſſure you that next to my own ſalvation, 
your welfare is what I am moſt ſolicitous a- 
bout. Look not on what I ſay as a repri- 
mand, but as the advice of a father who ten- 
derly loves you, and ſeeks to give you every 
proof of his affection. Write to me as often 
as yon can, and pray remember me to your 
mother and ſiſters. Here is no news, except 
that the king has the gout almoſt continu- 
ally, 


| LE T- 
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n 


Paris, June 3da- 

IT is now time we ſet out for our jour- 
ney to Picardie, and as it will be a fortnight 
before I ſhall ſee you again, and as I have you + 
always in my thoughts, I cannot avoid repeats - 
Ing a few things which I think very impor 
tant for your conduct. 


The firſt is to be very e in your 
conduct and- converſation, and to avoid by 
all means the reputation of a great talker, 
which is the worſt character a young man 
can have in the country to which you are 
going; the next thing is to pay great defer- 
ence to the advice of Monſ. and Madame Vi- 
gan, who, I am perſuaded, love you as well 
as if you were their own. Do not neglect 
your ſtudies, Cultivate your memory on all 
occaſions; for it has great need of being ex- 
erciſed; and at my return I ſhall require an 


account 


22 LR 
account of all you have read, particularly the 
Hiſtory of France, of which I ſhall expect to 
ſee an abſtract. You know what I have ſaid 
about plays and opera's they will be played 
at Marli, but it is of the utmoſt conſequence 
both to you and myſelf that you ſhould not be 
ſeen there, and the {more ſo, as you are at 
Verſailles at preſent to attend your ſtudies, 
and not thoſe kind of amuſements. The king 
and all the Court know my ſcruples on that 
head, and they would have but a bad opinion 
of you, if, at your age, you paid ſo little re- 
gard to me and my ſentiments. Above all 
things I recommend it to you to think of your 
ſalvation, and not to loſe that veneration I 
have obſerved you to have for religion. The 
. greateſt misfortune that could happen to me 
in this world would be to ſee you an infidel, 
or free thinker, and indifferent to the things 
of God and religion. I hope you will receive 
this admonition with the ſame kindneſs and 
good-will with which it is given. Adieu, 
my dear ſon ; write tome often, | 
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| Mondidier, June q. 
' YOUR Letter gave us great pleaſure, and 


though it did not bring us much news, it at 
leaſt convinced us that there is no truth in that 
which is here cultivated. It is a ſtrange thing 
that in the provinces every man is a politician 


from his cradle; and you will frequently 
meet with men who will diſpute with the 


oreateſt gravity and obſtinancy on the moſt 


trifling ſubjects in the world. I have no news 
to ſend from hence the leaſt intereſting, except 
that I am very well pleaſed with the ladies ot 
Variville, and that Babet has a great deſire to 


be among them. 


I am much pleaſed with the regard you have 
ſhewn me by abſtaining from plays and operas; 
but give me leave to ſay, my Joy had been 
more complete, if the fear of diſpleaſing God 

had 


Derr . 
had entered more into your thoughts. I 
know that with men you will not be thought 
the worſe of, for attending theſe kind of exhi- 
bitions ſometimes; but do you reckon the diſ- 
pleaſing God as nothing? nay, even men will 
wonder to ſee you purſue a conduct ſo differ- 
ent from mine. I wiſh you to take example by 
the duke of Burgundy, who, though he has a 
great taſte for amuſements of that kind, yet 
has never been preſent at any, but gives up 
himſelf entirely to the direction of thoſe who 
have the care of his education, and who will 
you find that are held in higher eſtimation 
than thoſe gentlemen ; who have the beſt un- 
derftandings. In every thing elſe I am great- 
ly pleaſed with your letter, and ſo is your 
mother, except where you ſay you have let 
fall ſome wax on your cloaths. 
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Paris, June 27. 
I have heard of the taking Aeth, and rejoice 
at it. Vou will always pleaſe me by acquaint- 
ing me with what news you hear, as this is a 
time big with great events, and in which im- 
portant news may be hourly expected. I do not 
know but I may ſee you on Wedneſday, next, 
for I intend to take your mother and ſiſters 
to Port Royal to be preſent at the proceflion 
of the Octave (eight days after Whitſunday) 
and return the next day. They are, thank 
God, all in good health, and ſend their love 
to you, Yeſterday I _ your eldeſt ſiſter 
to the Carmelites. 


Pray wait on the ducheſs de Gramond and 


the ducheſs de Noailles, who are both our 
very good friends. 


Your 


bi 
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Your little brother fell this morning with 


his head in the fire, and unleſs. your mother 


had been preſent and catched him up, his face 


had been utterly deſtroyed, as it is he will 
have a bad ſcar on his throat; but we may 


thank our good God that it is not much 
worſe, Your ſiſter is preparing to enter a- 
mong the Carmelites on Saturday, and I can= 


not prevail on her to wait, at leaſt, a little 


longer. 


Madame dF lies at the point of death. 


Our time here, you ſee, is very uncertain, 


therefore the ſafeſt and ſureſt method we can 
take, is to think ſeriouſly and frequently of our 
latter end. Your mother will take care to 
ſend you ſome laced linen, Adieu, my dear 


ſon. 


45 LET. 
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1 Verſailles. 
I CAME by Verſailles on purpoſe to ſee 
you, and to know if you wanted any thing, 
and I was ſomewhat diſappointed at not find- 
ing you, and ſorry to hear you had been ill; 
but pleaſed you were gone to Paris, where I 
dare ſay your mother would be glad to ſee you. 
Write to me at Marli : I ſhould be happy to 
have you as aſſiduous at Monſ. d'Torcy's, as 
your health will permit. Do not want for mo- 
| ney, but ſend freely for what you would have. 

Adieu, my dear fon, for I embrace you, 


LETTER XVI. 
Paris, 


YOU acquainted me that the ducheſs of 


Noailles deſired I would wait on the arch- 
biſhop, 


EF XVL.- 

biſhop, which I did immediately; but he was 
gone to Conflans, ſo I had not the honor of 
ſeeing him. Father de la Rue's ſermon makes 
a great noiſe here as well as where you are. 
It is ſaid he condemns, with great vehemence, . 
the new opinions of the Quietiſts; but I have 
not yet met with any body who could tell me 
the particulars : I have a great deſire to meet 
with ſome one who heard it, The friendſhip 
Monſ. de Cambrai always honored me with, 
will not permit me to be indifferent as to what 
concerns him; and I moſt ſincerely wiſh,” a 
prelate of ſo much virtue and merit had not 
wrote a book that will occaſion him ſo much 
trouble. I have ſeen your ſiſter, the Carmel- 
ites are much pleaſed with her, and ſhe is 
very defirous of being conſecrated to God. 
Your ſiſter Nanny is alſo continually urging 
us to conſent to her entering a Noviciate. I 
have great reaſon to thank God that he has 

_ Inſpired your ſiſters with ſuch a fervent zeal 
for his ſervice, and ſo earneſt a deſire of ſalva- 
tion, and I ſincerely hope ſuch examples may 
give 


LISTER EW 
give you a Wiſh to become a good chriſtian. 
This is a time (holy week) in which you may 
expect I ſhould exhort you by the tender af- 
fection have for you to make ſome ſerious re- 
flection on the great neceſſity there is to take 
care of the things of our ſalvation, whatſoever 
ſtate of life we may be called to. 


Your mother, ſiſters and little brother, will 
be over- joyed to: ſee you. Good night, my 
dear ſon. . 


\ 
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L£-TTs RIVAL, 


This is a letter to reprimand. his fon, who being 
charged from the King to Monſ. Bonrepaux, 
the French ambaſſador at the Hague, had, as“ 
he thought, loitered at Bruſſels through curioſity, 
though it appears afterwards that there was 
no real cauſe of complaint. All the ſubſequent 
letters are addreſſed to his ſon, during his re- 
fidence in Holland with the ambaſſador. 


Paris, Jan, 26. 1698. 

ACCORDING to appearance you have 
taken Copy from the Memoirs of Monſ. 
Cely ® to have made ſuch extraordinary ex- 
pedition as you have done. I was very un- 


_ eaſy the firſt day of your journey, leaſt through 
your too great deſire to make haſte, ſome ac- 


* Monf. Cely was ſent with the news of the peace 
of Ryſwick, but loitered ſo, that the king had heard 


it before he arrived, 
| cident 
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Cident might happen to you; but when TI 
received your letter dated Mons, and found 
you had left Cambrai but nine hours, and 
plus ed yourſelf on your expedition, I ſee 
you may ſafely be relied on for the preſerva- 
tion of your health. Your ſtay at Bruſſels, and 
the viſits you there made, deſerve to be pub- 
liſhed. I do not even doubt but you might be 
at the opera with the king's diſpatches in your 
pocket. Vou lay the blame on Monſ. Bom- 
barde, as if it was not your place immediately 
on your arrival at Eruſſels, to have waited 
on him, and not ſlept till you had done your 
buſineſs, that you might have been in readi- 
neſs to ſet out early the next morning. I know 
not what Monſ. Bonrepaux may think of it; 
but I know that it becomes you to repair, by 
a prudent conduct at the Hague, the little 
diſcretion you have ſhewn in your journey 
thither. I muſt ſay, 1- am aſhamed to go to 
court, and in particular to ſee Monſ. d' 
Torcy, of whom, you may ſuppoſe, I cannot 
for ſhame aſk for your appointment for your 


Journay, it not being reaſonable the king 
ſhould 
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ſhould pay for your curioſity to ſee the can- 

noneſſes of Mons, and the Court of Bruſſels, 
You ſay not one word of a perſon there whom 
you ought to have ſeen, and for whom ſycu 
know I have a great reſpect; neither do you 
mention our plenipotentiaries, for whom you 
had diſpatches, nor can I comprehend by 
what inchantment you miſſed meeting them 
between Mons and Bruſſels. 


As J freely tell you my thoughts where I 
think you wrong, ſo will I as freely tell you 
what I think right; the archbiſhop of Cam- 
brai appears much pleaſed with you; and 
you pleaſed me much by ſending a particular 
account of the' favors you received from him, 
of which he told me not the leaſt word, but 
rather apologiſed that he could not entertain 
you better, his palace being burnt; this o- 
bliges me to write another letter of thanks to 
him. 


Vou will find in the ambaſſador's parcels 
a ſmall box with two hats for you, one a fine 
f beavers 
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"beaver, the other a half beaver. Vou will 


Ame een acair of hog In the name of 


1 


your antes. and abore. all. nt ds 


againſt a ſtrong propenſity | you have to 
pleaſe yourſelf, let the event be what it will. 


Your ſiſters ſend their love, . 
* 
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2111 Paris, Jan, 37, 1698. 
YOUR mother and all the family are glad 
to hear-you arrived in good health, I have 
not yet been at court, but J hope to go ther 
to-morrow. I am almoſt aſhamed to appear 
before Monſ. de Torcy, leſt he ſhould banter 
me on the great diligence you ſhewed on your 
journey; but I muſt reſolve to go through it, 
and to give him hope you will do better ano- 
ther time, ſhould they think proper to truſt 
you in future with any thing that requires 
diſpatch. I find Monſ. receives this with 


2 his 
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his accuſtomed goodneſs, and even endeavors 
to find excuſes for you himſelf, On the 
<= Run letters ee us en — and 


1 o 


7 give my compliments" to Monſ. vent 


L ET rA I. 
| Marte, Feb. 5. 


I'T is ns juſt, my dear ſon, that as I 
made you partake of my uneaſineſs, I ſhould 
| now let you partake of my ſatisfaction. Monſ. 
de Torcy did not think your ſtay at Bruſ- 
ſels wrong; but he even approves all you did 
there, and was glad you paid your reſpects to 
Monſ. Baviere. You muſt not think it ſtrange 
that having ſo great an affection for you as I 
have, makes me eaſily alarmed at any thing 
that has the leaſt appearance of negligence 
in your conduct, or that in the leaſt tends to 
decreaſe the good opinion I wiſh every one 
to 


* The Ambaſſador's nephew. 
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40 entertain 'of you. The appointment for 


your journey is ordered, and I thall receive it 
at my return to Paris, when 1 will place it 


to your account: Send freely for whatever 


vou want. 


we entirely approve the ſentiments you have, 


in regard to the many favors you have re- 


ceived from Monſ. Bonrepaux, and the reſo- 
lution you have taken to render yourſelf 
_ worthy of them. Return my thanks to Monſ. 


Bonnac for the friendſhip he honors you with. 
T cannot enough praiſe God that he has pro- 


cured you friends of ſo much merit; his great 
civility is a fine example for you. You may 
with reaſon attribute the happy ſucceſs of your 
voyage, eſpecially i in ſuch bad weather, to the 
many prayers put up for you at home, without 


reckoning my own. Your mother and ſiſters 


were continually praying, that God would 
be graciouſly pleaſed to preſerve you from any 


evil accident; the ſame was done at Port 


Royal. I much doubt whether your ſiſter 
will ſtay there long, on account of her fre- 
C 2 | quent 
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| quent head achs, as alſo that there is but 
little probability. that ſhe can be there for 
life. 


I know not ber you'a are acquainted 
that Mon, Corneille, our brother is dead. 
He was afflicted with the ſtone, and truſted 
to a quack, who gave him ſuch medicines to 
diſſojve the ſtone, as inflamed his bowels and 
threw him into. a fever, of which he died. 
His family have aſked his place for his couſin, 
who i is a ſon of that brave Monſ. Marſilly, 
who was killed at Leuze, and who had mar- 
ried a e of Monſ. Thomas Cornoille. 


To will -write you. 5 ee anctder 
time, but the day-light fails me, and I am 
too idle to light my candle. You. cannot 
write to me too often; your letters are wrote 
in an eaſy natural ſtyle, and the oftener you 
write, the more eaſe you- will acquire. J left 
your mother in good health. You. cannot 
expreſs too great a regard for her in your 


letters, for ſhe deſerves your higheſt eſteem ; 
| and 
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and that you ſhould give her every poſſible 
proof of it; I read your laſt letter to Monſ. le 
Marechal de Noailles, wherein you expreſs 
your thanks for the kind entertainment you 


received from the prince and princeſs of 
Straes Bok. - 

Monſ. Je Torcy told me you were men- 
tioned in the Dutch Gazette; had I known 

it I would have bought it to read to your lit- 

tle ſiſters, who would have thought you were 
become a perſon of great conſequence. ' 
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LETTER XX. 


Paris, Feb. 15th. . 


1 Thought 3 you would be pleaſed with my 
laſt letter, and the reparation I there made you 
for the uneaſineſs I had given you on account: 
of your journey. I have received your ap- 
pointment at the Royal Treaſury; but not- 
withſtanding any remonſtrances which, ei- 
ther myſelſ, or Monſ. Chamlai, whom I took. 
with me, could make, we could get but nine 
hundred livres of Monſ. Turmenies, who 
ſeemed to think that a great deal. I will give 
you credit for that ſum. You- may aſk the 
ambaſſador for any money you want, and L 
will repay it to whoever he ſhall order me. 
I have paid for my place, and alſo reimburſ- 
ed Madame Quinaut, which you muſt be 
ſenſible has ſtraitened us a little, and we muſt 
live with great economy for ſome time; I 
hope you will affiſt alittle in that reſpect, and 
| not 
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not put us to any needleſs expence, while we 
are retrenching, even neceſſary ones. 


You are much obliged to Monſ. Bonnac, 
for all the good he ſays of you in his letters 
here; and it is my utmoſt wiſh that you may 
preſerve the good opinion he has conceived 
of you, and you will do me great pleaſure if 
you wil defire him to favor me with a place 


in his friendſhip, and to acquaint him how 
ſenſible I am of his kindneſs to you, I think 


I need not eaution you, not to abuſe his friend- 


ſhip, for T have always obſerved you to have 
great delicacy in-being chargeable to any one, 


and that is one of the good qualities in which 
you pleaſe me moſt. | 


I found at Verſailles a drawer full of books, 
of which part were mine, the reſt yours, I 


| wiſh you had them at the Hague, except two 
or three, of which I think you have better 
"A than they deſerve. 


I have had a long letter from your eldeſt 


ſiſler, who is uneaſy ſhe has not heard from 


vou. 
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you. She earneſtly deſires us to let her ſtay 
where ſhe is; but there is little room to think. 
ſhe can ſtay there long. Poor child, ſhe ex- 
cites my compaſſion greatly, to have taken 
2 great attachment for a houſe, whoſe doors, 
in all probability, will not. eaſily be opened, 
Your ſiſter Nancy fell down a few days ago. 
and hurt her knee very much, but is other-- 
wiſe very wall thank God, 


. 162 appears by your. laſt letter, that you have 
a great deal of employment, and that you are 
very well pleaſed with having it. This is the 
beſt news you can ſend me, as it will be the 

joy of my heart to find you take pleaſure to 
inform yourſelf of every thing that can ren- 
der you capable of buſineſs. Write to me at 
all times when it does not interfere with more 
important occupations. Your mother wiſhes 
to know what you have remaining of what 
ſhe gave you for your journey. Monſ. Deſ- 

preaux often aſks after you, and expreſſes a 
great aun for you, $0: 
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5 Paris, Feb. 23. 
I Have began my letter ſo late, that I fear 
J muſt make it very ſhort, if Lintend it ſhould 
go to-day. Monſ. I' Abbe de Chateauneuf 
ſpeaks very handſomely: of you here: he is 


| much pleaſed with the reſolution you have 


taken to ſpend your time well. He told. Monſ. 
Dacier, the firſt book you bought in Holland, 


Was Homer, which did you great honor in Goo? 


little academy where Mon. Dacier told it, and 
which gave Monſ. Deſpreaux an opportunity 
to. enlarge much in your praiſe, that is to ſay, 
on the great hopes he has of you for you 
know Cicero ſays, in a man of your age there 
is little to praiſe, but the hopes of what you 
may one day be. But the perſon you are 
moſt obliged to is Monſ. Bonnac ; he ſ peaks of 
you in all his letters as if you were his brother. 


I'think you are as happy in the good opinion 


he has of you, as he is in the reputation of being 
| on: 
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one of the moſt amiable and worthy men liv- 
Ing : all that ſaw him at Denmark, or at the 
Hague, have returned charmed with his wit. 
and politeneſs, This is a fine example you 
have you need only imitate what you 
—_ , 


I read your laſt letter to Monſ. Deſpreaux, 
who was very well pleaſed with it, and ſays. 


it is wrote in an eaſy familiar ſtyle. I ſhewed 


him the place where you ſay you often talk of 
him with the ambaſſador ;. and as he is a very 
tender man, he was ſo much affected that it 
made him ſpeak many kind things both of the 
ambaſſador and Fou. 


Monſ. le Comte d' Ayen has been very ill 
with a defluxion on his breaſt; but is better. 
His mother ſpoke to me of a lady who was 
very ſorry you did not make a longer ſtay at 
Bruſſels. For my part I ſhall complain no 
more that your ſtay was either too long or 
too ſhort, I only wiſth that in. paſſing through, 
you 
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you had ſeen a man, at leaſt, as worthy your- 
eurioſity as any thing. you did ſee, 


I ai ee abouteight hours ago- from Port 
Royal, from whencel intended to have brought 
your ſiſter, but it was impoſſible to perſuade 
her to come away, She ſays ſhe has intirely 
renounced the world and if they are to take- 
no more nuns at. Port Royal, ſhe will take 
refuge among the Carmelites; they are well- 
pleaſed y with her, and I am returned much 
edified. She aſked kindly after you, and faid: 
they had put up prayers for you often. i in the 

houſe. Your mother ſalutes you. 


LETTER XXII. 


Paris, Feb. 24th. 
Y 0 U may acquaint the ambaſſador with 

a piece of news which perhaps he has not 
heard, which is, that the king has at length. 


rewarded. the plenipotentiarics,, whom all the 
world. 
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world began to look on as men in diſgrace} 


He has given the place of Secretary to the 
Councel, to Monſ. d'Callieres, on condition he 


pays 50,000 franks to Monſ. d'Creſſy, and 


5,000 to the Abbe Morel, which together is 
55,000, for which the king has given a brief. 


His majeſty alſo gives a "commiſſion to ' 


Monſ. Creſſy for his ſon, the poſt of 
gentleman in ordinary, vacant by the death 
of poor Monſ. Corneille. He has given 


to Monſ. d' Harlai 5,000 crowns rent on 


the Hotel de Ville. T his is all the news at- 
court. 

T have juſt given a perſon, who will remit 
it to you, eleven old louis d' ors and a half, 
making 140 livres, 178. 6d. which deſire you 
will manage in the beſt manner you can, and 
always remember you are not the ſon of a far- 
mer of the Crown revenues, nor of the firſt 
Valet of the wardrobe, Mon. Q. who, as you 


| know, is reckoned the pooreſt of four, but is 


nevertheleſs 9 75 rich, and has lately married 
| his 
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his daughter to a man of an immenſe for- 


. 
2 


Vour mother, who is always inclined to 


think well of you, imagined you would have 
acquainted us with what money you had left, 


and how you had diſpoſed of what you took 
with you, and wiſhed that might make part 


of the letters you promiſed to write to her; 


but it ſeems you are above theſe trifles, while 


we good family folks have a plainer way of 


thinking, and fancy it is not beneath any 


' honeſt man to keep his accounts clear. Jeſt- 
ing apart, I ſincerely wiſh' you would look 
with more application, into your own little 
affairs. 


Monſ. Deſpreaux an with us yeſterday, 


and we entertained him very well; thanks to 
à fine pike and ſome carp ſent us from Port 
Royal. To- morrow he is to come again with 


Monſ. Valincourt; and you may ſuppoſe 


- we.ſhall. not paſs the day without drinking 
| the ambaſſador's health, and yours alſo. In 
5 truth 


— 


1 


» — 0 
4 

— — r Oe . 
+» $3: 3 . 


EI 


MR 


. 775 So Seen, as 


a LETTER XXII. 
truth, I am very well pleaſed with you, ant 


vou would be greatly ſo with your mother 
and I; if you knew with what tenderneſs we 


often talk of you. Our deſires, in regard to 


you, are very moderate in reſpect of fortune; 


but what we moſt earneſtly deſire of our goot 
God, is, that he will make you a good man, 
and that you may be bleſſed with a eonduct 
ſomewhat anſwerable to the education we 
have endeavoured to give you. I have been a 
little indiſpoſed theſe few days paſt, but I 


hope it is of no great conſequence. Your | 


ſiſter Nancy has wrote you a long letter, full 
of tenderneſs; but I ſhall net ſend it now, 
leaſt it ſhould make my packet too large. 


Adieu, my dear ſon; it ſeems a long time 


ſince 1 heard from you. * 
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Y ov R mother 1 is vey well ſatisfied with 
the accounts you have ſent her of your affairs, 
but is very ſorry you have loſt by the ſpices. 
I thought I had given you notice that I had 
ſent eleven and a half old louis d'ors, making 
in all 140l. 19s. 6d. I would not have you 
want for any thing, and be aſſured I ſhall ap- 
prove whatever the ambaſſador ſhall think re- 
quiſite. He ſends me word he is very well 
pleaſed with you, and that is the moſt agree- 
able news he can ſend me, and will contri- it 
bute moſt to my happineſs. What you wrote ö 9 
me about the Carthagenians aſtoniſhed me; 
but always remember a letter may miſcarry, 
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therefore it is neceſſary to write with caution - | 
on certain ſubjects. Monſ. Felix, jun. com- [ 
plains of your not writing to him; but the 9 
intergourſe .of letters between you being ſo ö 


expe = 
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expenſive, you do well not to ruin each 
by >other. : 


Vour mother is well, Magdalene and Li- 
onel are but indifferent; I thought we muſt 
have made them break the Lent faſt; but 

| your: mother thinks it will not be neceſſary, 
as. Eaſter is ſo near. You may ſuppoſe I think 
alittle! of you at this.holy time, .and let me 
adviſe you to think for yourſelf alſo. You 
have never ſent me any account of the am- 
baſſador's chapel. . I know he is very :atten- 
tive to the affairs of religion, and looks on 
them as of great importance. Pray is he ſerv- 
ed in his chapel by Monks or ſecular prieſts. 
I deſire you would take what I -ſay to you on 
this head, in good part; and remember, that 
what I have moſt at heart is my own ſalva- 
tion, ſo I could have no real joy if I thought 
you neglected ſo important an affair, and in- 
deed the only one . your ſerious ; atten- 
tion. 6 48 


I am told we muſt abſolutely take home 


your eldeſt ſiſter ; for which purpoſe I deſign 
to 
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to go there in Eaſter week. It will be a ſad 
parting between thoſe holy ſiſters and her, for 
they are very fond of her and ſhe of them. 
Your ſiſter Nanny ſends her love to you in 
all her letters. 
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| My lord Portland made his public entry 
here yeſterday, and almoſt the whole city was 
preſent; but to my thinking the people ſeem- 
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| ed to talk wholly of the magnificence of 
| Monſ. Bouflers who accompanied him, and " 
not take much notice of my lord, 9 
5 I ſent the ambaſſador word, that you ſhould 
? ſhew him a place in Virgil, where Nyſus com- 4 
; plains to Eneas that he was not rewarded. He wha | 
a had done ſuch wonders; but that he (Enezs) i 
4 rather rewarded thoſe who had been vanquiſh- 9 
t ed. Look for that place, I am perſuaded 
: you will think it very fine, i 
Your mother ſends her love to you; but 3 
leaves me to write you news. Adieu, &c. | 
n | 9 
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Paris, March 16th. 


I Wonder you could not find time to write 
one word by the two couriers the ambaſſador 


' ſent ſo ſoon after each other: indeed they came 
.and told me you were well and very happy; 


and I cannot expreſs to you the pleaſure that 
gave me; but while you are ſituated to your 


Mind, and where you enjoy the beſt company 
in the. world, your poor eldeſt. ſiſter is over- 


whelmed with tears, and in the greateſt afflic- 
thn ſhe ever yet met with: it is now certain 
ſhe muſt be ſeparated from her dear aunt, and 


thoſe holy ſiſters with whom ſhe thought her- 
ſelf ſo happy to ſerve God. Whatever re- 


monſtrances I can make, to induce her to re- 
turn home, ſhe ſeems determined not, but 
rather to ſhut herſelf up in Gif, and there be- 
come a religious, if ſhe ſhould loſe all hope of 
being ſo at Port Royal, She has wrote me 
TE as | ſeveral 
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ſeveral letters on the ſubject, that have diſ- 
treſſed me very much, and given me the utmoſt 
anxiety, and I am ſure that even you would 
have been afflicted by them. Poor girl! ſhe 
has hitherto met with many difficulties, and 
been much croſſed in her deſire of conſecrat- 
ing herſelf to God, and I know not when he 
will be pleaſed to permit her to lead a more 
calm and happy life. She was very happy 
at Port Royal, and all the houſe was much 
pleaſed with her; but we muſt ſubmit to 
the will of God. I am not at preſent in a 
diſpoſition to write on any other ſubject, and 


have hardly been able to finiſh my letter to 


the ambaſſador. I intend to go to-morrow. to 
Port Royal, to ſettle matters with my aunt, 


and in my return I ſhall ſleep at Verſailles, 
and on Wedneſday at Marli. 


I do not doubt but you will be glad to 


hear of the marriage of Monſ. the Comte 


d'Ayen ; he has always teſtified the greateſt 
friendſhip for you ; he is now the wealthieſt 


lord about the court. The king gives to 
1 Made- 


* 
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' Mademoiſelle d'Aubigne 800,000 franks, be- 
fides 100,000 more for jewels. Madame de 
Montenon likewiſe ſettles on her neice 
600,000 franks; Monſ. the Comte is alſo 
to have the reverſions of two governments, 
beſides penſions. Monſ. le Marechal de No- 
ailles ſettles on his ſon 45, 00 livres. There 
is riches in abundance, thank God j but what 
I eſteem more than all his riches is, that he 1s 
very good, and well worthy the oreat fortune 
he poſſeſſes. Adieu. Write often; defire the 
ambaſſador to give you an hour or two notice 
before he diſpatches his couriers ; for though 
you write but ten or a dozen lines it always 
gives me great pleaſure. Lionel is but poorly ; 
your little ſiſters are well; your mother will 
write in a day or two. Aſſure Monſ. Bon- 
nac how thankful I am for the friendſhip he 
honors you. with, and that I will take the 
_ firſt opportunity to return him thanks myſelf, 
when my mindis a little more compoſed than 
it is at preſent, | 


TEY. 
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Paris, Eaſter Monday. 


I Read with great pleaſure the account you 
ſent me of the edifying manner in which the 


worſhip of God is performed at the ambaſſa- 
dor's chapel, and of your own diſpoſition toem- 


ploy this holy week ſo well. I am ſure you would 
reflect more on the uncertainty of life, and 
the little value we ought to ſet on this world, 
had you been preſent at the melancholy ſcene 
your mother and I was this afternoon. Poor 
F anny complained of the head-ach all the 


morning, and was obliged in the afternoon to 


lye down ; about three, as I was taking my 
book to go to veſpers, I aſked how ſhe did, 


and your mother told me ſhe thought her 2 


little feveriſh ; on this, I went into her room, 
to feel her pulſe, but found her fallen from 
the bed, | totally Ts her face bloated and 

; almoſt 
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almoſt ſuffocated with a great quantity of 
water, making a frightful noiſe in the throat, 
in ſhort a downright apoplexy I cried out 
and took her up in my arms,—one moment 
later and ſhe had been dead. Your mother 
came running in a great fright, and put ſome 
ſalt into her mouth. We bathed her with 
vinegar and ſpirits of wine ; but ſhe remained 
more than half an hour in our arms in the 
ſame ſtate, and we expected every moment ſhe 
would be ſtifled. We immediately ſent for 
Monſ. Marechal, but he was not at home: at 
laſt, by means of tormenting her, making her 
ſwallow a little wine by force, and putting 
falt into her mouth, ſhe vomitted a ſurpriſing 
quantity of water, which was ſuppoſed to fall 
from the brain, upon the breaſt; and after 
all it was two whole hours before ſhe came to 
herſelf. It is but within this half hour that 
| ſhe has been ſenſible : when hearing me tell 
your mother I-was going to write to you, ſhe 
deſired I would make you her compliments, 
which was, in ſome meaſure, the firſt ſenſible 


word ſhe ſpoke, I aſſure you; that had you 
| been 


r 


been here you would have been as much 
affected as we were. Magdalene i is ſtill much 
frightened. and has cried ſadly for her ſiſter, 

who ſhe thought was dead. | 


1 ſhall go to-morrow to o Port Royal, and 
hope to bring home your eldeſt ſiſter, which 
will be another melancholy buſineſs for me, 
and there will be many tears ſhed on this ſe- 
paration. We have concluded it is better to 
bring her home to us than to let her go from 


convent to convent; at leaſt ſhe will have time 
to eftabliſh her health, which is much weak 


ened by the ſeverities of Lent, and ſne may 
examine at leiſure the part ſhe had beſt take; 
We have prepared for her the room your little 
brother uſed to ſleep in, who, with his nurſe, 
is to ſleep in your room. - 


I take great pleaſure in your letters, and ſo 
does Monſ. Deſpreaux, to whom I often read 
them, and who flatters me with an aſſurance 
that J ſhall have great comfort in you, and 
that you will do wonders. Vour footman has 
wrote to me to. raiſe his wages, and gives 

for 
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almoſt ſuffocated with a great quantity of 
water, making a frightful noiſe in the throat, 
in ſhort a downright apoplexy I cried out 
and took her up in my arms, - one moment 
later and ſhe had been dead. Your mother 
came running in a great fright, and put ſome 
ſalt into her mouth. We bathed her with 
vinegar and ſpirits of wine ; but ſhe remained 
more than half an hour in our arms in the 
ſame ſtate, and we expected every moment ſhe 
would be ſtifled, We immediately ſent for 
Monſ. Marechal, but he was not at home: at 
laſt, by means of tormenting her, making her 
ſwallow a little wine by force, and putting 
falt into her mouth, ſhe vomitted a ſurpriſing 
quantity of water, which was ſuppoſed to fall 
from the brain, upon the breaſt; and after 
all it was two whole hours before ſhe came to 
herſelf. It is but within this half hour that 
ſhe has been ſenſible : when hearing me tell 
your mother Lwas going to write to you, ſhe 
deſired I would make you her compliments, 
which was, in ſome meaſure, the firſt ſenſible 


word ſhe ſpoke, I aſſure you; that had you 
been 
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been here you would have been as much 
affeted'as we were. Magdalene is ſtill much 


frightened. and has cried ſadly for her ſiſter, 
who ſhe thought was dead. 


1 ſhall go to-morrow to Port Royal, and 
hope to bring home your eldeſt ſiſter, which 
will be another melancholy buſineſs for me, 
and there will be many tears ſhed on this ſe- 
paration, We have concluded it is better to 
bring her home to us than to let her go from 
convent to convent; at leaſt ſhe will have time 
to eftabliſh her health, which is much weak- 
enced by the ſeverities of Lent, and ſhe may 
examine at leiſure the part ſhe had beſt take. 
We have prepared for her the room your little 
brother uſed to ſleep in, who, with his nurſe, 
is to ſleep in your room. : 


I take great pleaſure in your letters, and ſo 
does Monſ. Deſpreaux, to whom I often read 
them, and who flatters me with an aſſurance 
that I ſhall have great comfort in you, and 
that you will do wonders. Vour footman has 
wrote to me to raiſe his wages, and gives 

| „ e 
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for a reaſon, that wine is very dear in Holland, 
I am not willing to raiſe them, nor do I think 
he deſerves it. Want for nothing; but ſend 
me word what you think neceſſary, and be- 
lieve that no one loves you more tenderly than 
I do. Adieu, 


Paris, April 14; 


YOUR ſiſter begins to be pretty well recon- 
ciled to us, though not to the world, with 
which ſhe appears much diſguſted. She takes 
great pleaſure in aſſiſting in the care of your 
little ſiſters and brother; and your mother 
ſays ſhe does it with the beſt grace imagina- 
ble. We have had many conteſts with her to 
make her wear even the plaineſt clothes we 
could procure, and were forced to promiſe we 
would not urge her to either gold or ſilver. Un- 
leſs I am deceived you are not of her opinion, 


nay, perhaps, think the averſion ſhe expreſſes 
7 for 
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for ornaments, even when extended to gold 


and ſilver, as a great weakneſs. But be 
not alarmed, I am as ready to acquieſce in the 


little vanities of a young man, as I am to ad- 


mire the modeſty and ſelf- denial of your ſiſter. 
J have even wrote to the ambaſſador to advance 
what ſum he will, for ſuch clothes as you want, 
and I leave it wholly to him without reluc- 


tance, 


| Tam charmed with your praiſesof M. Bonnac, | 


and the noble reſolution you have taken to 
follow ſo good an example. I deſire you would 
let him know how much I honor him, and wiſh 
to be numbered among his friends, Your little 


brother and Magdalene have both bad colds, 
and coughs inceſſantly. Fanny, has not the 


leaſt remains of her illneſs, which Monſ. Fa- 

gon calls a ſuffocating catarrh. Your mother 
and other ſiſters are well, and ſend their love. 
Monſ. Deſpreaux defires his compliments. He 
is in high ſpirits ſince he has ſeen his love of 
God printed with great encomiums, in an an- 
ſwer which has been made to father Daniel. 


I have 
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I have heard great praiſes of many Eccleſi- 
aſtics now in Holland. It a vaſt advantage 
to be able'to converſe with ſuch good men on 
ſubjects relating to ſalvation, eſpecially in a 
country where buſineſs and pleaſure engroſs 
ſo much of your time. I hear with pleaſure 

that you keep little other company than what 

you meet with at the ambaſſadors ;for I ſhould 
not be eaſy if you kept much company. I 
cannot write more at preſent, being a good 
deal perplexed about money, on account of 
the tax I am to pay. Adieu, 
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Paris, April 25th, 
_ I HAVE been much indiſpoſed ſince I wrote 
laſt, having had many complaints, though 
none dangerous, but yet ſufficient to deprive 
me of reſt by night, and render me unfit for 
buſineſs by day. I have had a very bad cold 
with ſomething of the rheumatiſm, and a ſlight 
ere- 
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ereſipylas, which at times gave me much diſ- 


turbance, which has given your mother and 


my beſt friends an opportunity of blaming 
me for not having taken any medicines for 
this long time paſt, however I have now be- 
gun, and your two little ſiſters alſo, yeſter- 
day. While they were bleeding me, your 
mother was forced to leave me to make Fanny 
ſwallow her phyſic ; ſhe has been much out 
of order ſince her late illneſs. I read your 
letter to her, and ſhe was much pleaſed with 
the concern you expreſs for her health, and 
the advice you gave her, which ſhe has punc- 
tually followed, 


Your eldeſt ſiſter is of a ſweet temper, and 
we have great reaſon to be pleaſed with her 
piety and conduct; but ſhe is too haſty: I 
was} forced to reprimand her yeſterday for be- 
ing too rude to a friend, who, by way of com- 
pliment, told her ſhe was genteel. She would 
not willingly ſtir from her chamber, or ſee 
any company, but is very chearful to us, and 


takes great care of her brother and ſiſters. 
Now 
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Now I think I have ſaid ough of family 
affairs, 


Lou will not I ſuppoſe be very ſorry that B. 
the door · keeper to the chamber is ſent to the 
Baſtille and ordered to quit his place; his 
brethren are all glad to be rid of him; as to 
myſelf, he was never civil to me, but rather 
ſeemed to be ready to ſhut the door in my face 
when I came to the king; nevertheleſs I pity 
him, if one who appeared to ſeek the ill will of 
every good man can deſerve pity. But there 
is an event which has made a great deal more 
noiſe than this, which is, that the king gave 
the biſhoprick of Poitiers to Bretagne, who 
was, as one may ſay, known to no one. You 
muſt have heard of this affair, which was a very 
unfortunate one for this biſhop, of two days, 
and more ſo for father —--=-, his protector, 
who has had the mortification of Sug his 
work undone. | 8 


A thouſand compliments to Monſ. Bonnac 
for me, who, of all the company you ſee, is 
the only one I envy you. Adieu. | 
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Parke, May 2. 
YOUR mother and 1 entirely approve your 


intention, in regard to your clothes, and even 


wiſh they were making that you might have 


them againſt the time of the ambaſſador's en- 


try. Tou need only to deſire him to advance 
what money you want, as well for clothes 
as other things. I am pleaſed with your 
conduct in regard to the prieſts, and I hope 
you will return their kindneſs in the beſt 
manner you are able: there may come a time 
when you will be glad to apply to them on 
the account of things relating to your ſalva- 
tion, when you ſhall be happy enough to think 
ſeriouſly about it. The ambaſſador's conduct 
towards them is exemplary; he has a brother 
of whom J hear wonders; he is called the 


all 


irn nun - 


all the honors that ſurround him, heartily 
wiſhes for the happineſs this brother enjoys. 


Monſ. Deſpreaux takes great pleaſure in 
your letters; but I would have you direct 
them to me, leaſt the poſtage ſhould diminiſh 
his pleaſure. You need not fear that 1 ſhall 
be tired with the length of your letters; J aſ- 
ſure you that they afford us great pleaſure, 
and your little fiſters liſten with great atten- 
tion for the place where they are mentioned, 
It is now three weeks ſince I have been abroad, 
owing to the little inflammation I mentioned, 
and you cannot imagine how much I have 
enjoyed this retirement, and it is with ar- 
dar that I deſired my good God that 
you may be ſoon in a condition to do 
without my aſſiſtance, that I may retire from 
the world, and lead a more ſerene life, and 
one better ſuited both to my age and inclina- 
nation. Monſ. Deſpreaux has been almoſt 
my conſtant companion. All your ſiſters are 
well, as well thoſe abroad as at home, Ba- 
| bet 
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bet writes me the prettieſt letters in the 
world, though, according to her character and 


cuſtom, without much connection. She al- 
ways enquires particularly after you, 


Adieu, my dear ſon, I would have wrote 
more, but did not fleep well laſt night, and my 
head is not clear; but do not let that concern 
you, for I am otherwiſe very well. Adieu. 


„ nn 


| Paris, May 16th. 
I Was much pleaſed with the account you 
gave me of your voyage to Amſterdam ; there- 
fore I read your letter to Monſ. Valincourt, 
and Monſ. Deſpreaux taking care to o- 
mit the ſtrange word tentatif, which 
I ſuppoſe you learnt of ſome Dutch- 
man, and which would have ſurpriſed them; 
the reſt I could ſafely read, being very agree- 
able, both to good ſenſe and grammar, Monſ. 
Deſpreaux ſtrongly declares he never regrets 
the poſtage of your letters; but yet I think it 
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5s better to take ſome opportunity of ON 
to him without expence, ; 


Your mother is pleaſed with your remem- 
brance of her, but fearful of putting you to 
any trouble, and alſo of ſome difficulty in 
getting your kind preſent, as alſo leaſt it 
ſhould N by the way. 


'Monf. R. tells me poor Chammalai is at 
the point of death, and what is worſe, is the 
ebſtinacy with which this poor woman re- 
fuſes to renounce the playhouſe, having de- 
clared, as J am told, that ſhe ſhall glory in 
dying a player.. Tt is to be hoped, that at the 
approach of death ſhe will change her tone, as 
thoſe great ſpirits generally do, though they 
brave it ſo much while-in health, Madame 
De Caylus told me this yeſterday, and ſaid 
ſhe heard it from the curate of Saint Sulpice, 
and was even frightened at it. 


: 4 A Pa 
A muſquetaire, ſon to one of our brethren, 


| Has had a very ſtrange affair with Mon. 
d'V. 


UT. 


SET TER xxx. 6; 
d'V. who taking him for an intimate friend 
as he followed him, gave him a kick in 
play; but perceiving his error, made him an 
apology: but the muſquetaire, not being 
ſatisfied with that, as Monſ. V. paſſed 
him, gave him a kick with all his ſtrength, 


deſiring he would excuſe him, ſaying, *he took 
him for a friend.“ This happening on the 


little ſtaircaſe by which the king returns from 
hunting, had a ſtrange appearance, and the 
muſquetaire was ſent to priſon. He is for- 


tunately related to Madame Quintin, which 


will be of ſervice to him in this affair. Monſ. 
d' Boufflers ſoon made it up between the par- 
ties. I always deſign to write long letters, but 


1 conſtantly begin too late, ſo muſt conclude 


againſt my will. I am well, and ſo are all 


the family. Adieu. 


E ar. 
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Bd Paris, June goth. 
YOUR mother was much affected at read- 


ing your laſt letter, in which you ſay, one of 


your preateſt pleaſures is to hear from us, 
This mark of your affection pleaſed her much; 


and indeed in this you do us but juſtice, for 


the letters we receive from you make the 


principal joy of the family, from the greateſt 
to the leaſt. They all this day deſired I would 
ſend you their compliments, your eldeſt 
ſiſter with the reſt, poor girl: I am much con- 
cerned for the wavering and unſettled ſtate of 


her mind, as to any determination either for 


God or the world, fearing to engage either 


way ; ſhe is otherwiſe of an engaging tem- 


Per. 


Magdelane has the ſmall-pox, and we are 


in fear for your little brother, who is very 
pretty, 


Ws 


3 


LETTER xxx. 67 


pretty, takes his learning well, and, though 


very lively, gives but little trouble. 


I dined the other day at Auteuil, where 
Monſ. d'Tormes had brought the celebrated 


muſician Deſtouches, whojhas compoſed a new 


opera for Fountainbleau ; he ſang ſeveral 
parts of it , with which the company were 
charmed, particularly Monſ. Des, who pre- 
tended to hear it diſtinctly, and talked of 
muſic as uſual. The muſician was ſurpriſed 
I had not ſeen his laſt opera, but ſtill more ſo, 
when Monſ. Deſpreaux told him the reaſon I 
never went, which did not ſeem to pleaſe him 
much. They all aſked after you, and Monſ. 
Defpreaux told. them, you would one day be 
worthy the eſteem of all my friends. You 
know poets are called prophets ; but it is only 
in the enthuſiaſm of their verſe that they are 


fo, and Mon. Deſpreaux ſpoke in proſe : 


however, the prediction flattered my hopes; 
and, it remains with you, my dear child, that 
he ſhould not be accounted a. falſe prophet. 


I have often told you that you are at the ſource 
E 2 of 
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of good ſenſe and the beſt of knowledge, both 
for buſineſs and the world. 


I ſhould like to ſee the country houſe you 
talk ſo much of, and to eat ſome Dutch gooſe- 
berries. Thoſe gooſeberries made your little 
ſiſters open their ears, and your mother too, 
for ſhe is very fond of them: and here I can- 
not help telling you, that whenever we have 
any thing at table better than common, ſhe 
ſays, Racine would like this ;* indeed, l 
never ſaw ſo good a mother, nor one ſo wor- 
thy your utmoſt attention. While I was 
writing your little ſiſter brought me a noſe- 
gay for my feaſt-day, which will be to- mor- 
row, as it will be yours, Alſo give me leave 
to put you in mind that the St. John, who is 
our patron, is alſo invoked by the church, as 
the patron of travellers; and there is a prayer 
addreſſed to him in the Itinerary, which 1 
have many times ſaid for you. 


L ET. 
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4 Verſailles, June 15th. 
le THE king has diſmiſſed Monſ. l'Abbe d' 
0, Langeron and Monſ. l' Abbe d' Beaumont. 
* The diſpute with Monſ. Cambrai has been 
ve the cauſe of all theſe changes; ; one of theſe 
he places is given to Monſ. Vitremont, who 
made a fine ſpeech to the king on the peace: 
- Monſ. d*Puyſagar is N for one of the 
as Gentilhommes de Manche. I cannot here 
e- omit acquainting you with the obligation you 
r- have to Monſ the Mareſchal Noailles, who 
ve thought of, and even ſpoke of you; but you 


is fſce by the choice of Monſ. d' Puyſagar, that 
as the duke of Burgundy being paſt childhood, 
er ' it is thought proper to place about him men 
1 of the moſt conſummate knowledge, particu- | 
_ larly in war. You alſo ſee that you have 
friends here that do not forget you ; and if 

you continue to preſerve a good charaQer, 


E 3 they : 
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they will not fail to get you employment when 
time ſhall ſerve. You do not mention the 
progreſs you have made in the German lan- 
guage, which you began to learn. Do not 
take it amiſs if I ſay I have my apprehenſions 
in reſpe& to the facility with which you un- 
dertake any good deſign, and with which you 
are as eaſily ſometimes led to quit them. The 
Belles Lettres of which you were always ſo 
fond, have a certain charm which makes every 
other ſtudy appear dry ; for which reaſon you 
ſhould watch over yourſelf, and ftrongly re- 
ſiſt that tendency which you have to purſue 
nothing but what is agreeable to you. You 
have a noble example before you, I mean the 
ambaſſador's; I cannot ſufficiently- exhort 
[ Fou to form yourſelf as much as poſlible on 
his model. I know there are many ſubjects 
of diſſipation at the Hague; but I think you 
have too much ſolidity to ſuffer any thing to 
draw you from the avocations the ambaſſador 
thinks proper to employ you in, otherwiſe it 
were better to return than to be any expence 
to the beſt friend I have in the world. I fay 
%%% os abt 
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not this becauſe I am diſpleaſed with you; 


on the contrary, I 2m very well pleaſed with 
all the accounts I receive of your conduct; 


but, as I watch continually for your good, 


I took this opportunity to excite you to do 
your utmoſt to facilitate the views your friends 


here may have for you. I have abundance 


of compliments to give from all your little 
friends hereabouts; I mean little, in compa- 
riſon of thoſe I mentioned above. 


1 left your mother and all the family in 


good health, except your eldeſt ſiſter, who is 
ſadly afflicted with the head ach; I fear that 


poor girl will not be able to accompliſh the 
great deſigns ſhe had in view, and I ſhall 


not be at all ſurprized if we ſhould be o- 


bliged to ſeek ſome other means of ſettling 


her. Adieu. 
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Paris, Jun. 25. 


1 W the jetter you wrote from en 
la gelbe and thank you for the deſcrip- 
tion you give me of the ſingularities of that 
eity; above all the proceſſion, at which Charle- 
magne aſſiſted with ſuch grand ceremonies. 
I returned from Marli the day before yeſter- 
day, and found all the family in good health, 
I think your ſiſter now takes freely thoſe or- 
naments the once ſo heartily renounced, and I 
am apt to think her call to a religious life will 
20. with that you once had to become a Char- 
treux ; nor am I at all ſurpriſed at it, as I 
know the fickleneſs of youth, and the little 
dependance to be placed on their reſolutions, 
particularly when they are ſo violent, and 
ſo much above their reach; but it is not ſo 

with Nancy, as ſhe has engaged with a milder 
order, Her vocation is like to be more laſt- 

| Ing ; 
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ing; all her letters mark a great perſeverance, 
and ſhe ſeems to wait with impatience the 
four months her noviciate has to laſt. Babet 
likewiſe earneſtly wiſhes for the time when 
ſhe is to conſecrate herſelf to God; all the 
houſe where ſhe i is love her tender V. and all 
the letters we have from thence ſpeak in 
praiſe of her wiſdom and zeal, they alſo ſay ſhe 


is very! handſome. You may be ſure we ſhall 


not let her engage lightly, or without good 
proof of a real vocation. You muſt think 
theſe are great trials for your mother and I; 

for when children grow up there is not a little 
anxiety about ſettling them; what moſt 
comforts us in theſe afflictions is, that you 
have a proſpect of doing well, and acquir- 
ing a knowledge of thoſe things that are moſt 


ſuitable to the views which your friends have 


for you. Always remember our fortune is 
but ſmall, and that therefore you muſt de- 
pend more on your own exertions than on an 
inheritance which will be divided among 
many. I wiſh I could do more, but I am of 


an age in the which my only buſineſs ought 
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to be the care of my ſalvation; theſe thoughts 
may appear melancholy to you, but you know 
they have long occupied my mind. As you have 


good ſenſe, 1 thought I might ſpeak freely 
to you of theſe things, and about your fiſter, - 


who we muſt now think of fixing ; and we 
hope as God has hitherto aſſiſted us he will 


continue fo to do. Above all we beg that 
you may not neglect yourſelf, nor ſuffer 
pleaſure to overcome the good ſentiments 
we have endeavored to inſpire you with. 
Adieu, my dear child, want for nothing ne- 
My E | 
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| Paris, July 7th. 

I can aſſure you, Monſ. d'Torcy lets no 
opportunity eſcape of doing you good offices, 
as he has a great efteem for the ambaſſador, ſo 
he entirely relies on the accounts he ſends 


of you, I read your laſt letter to him, as 


well as to Mareſcha! Noailles; they were 
perfectly aſtoniſhed at the deſcription you give 
of the indefatigable pains and application of 
the ambaſſador. I have lately read over 
again, for, I ſuppoſe, the hundredth time, 


the epiſtles of Cicero to his friends; and I 


| wiſh at? your leiſure hours you would read 


ſome of them to the ambaſſador ; I am certain 
they would pleaſe him, as, without flattery, 
I know none who has better caught his man- 
ner of writing than he has, whether ſeriouſly 


on great affairs, or jeſting agreeably on 


trifles; ; in this laſt kind I think Voiture much 
beneath 
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beneath either of them. Read the Epiſtle ad 
Trebatium, ad Marium, ad Papyrium Poetum 
and others which I will point out to you, 
whenever you will read; alſo that from Cæ- 
lius to Cicero, and you will be aſtoniſhed to 
ſee a man equally gay and eloquent as Cicero. 
But to form a right judgment, you ſhould 
familiarize yourtelf to theſe letters, by a tho- 
rough knowledge of the hiſtory of thoſe times, 
in which Plutarch's Lives will aſſiſt you. 
T adviſe you to purchaſe the Epiſtles by 
Grevius, in Holland, octavo; they are ex- 
cellent reading for a man who is to write let- 


: ters, whether on bulineſs or on leſs ſerious 
ſubjects. | / : 


To-morrow I deſign to fleep at Auteuil, 
and ſhall expect your mother and ſiſters to ſup 
there the next evening. Your ſiſter is re- 
turned to her former zeal for religion, but I | 
fear ſhe carries things too far, which is the 
cauſe of that wavering and uncertainty in her 
{entiments ; for violent things in their own 
nature cannot laſt long. | 


Your | 


Er 


Four little brother has got the ſmall pox, 
but ſo favourably, that he has not ſo much as 
kept his bed for it, but riſes early in the 
morning. 


I chid Monſ. Deſpreaux for not havin g ſent 
the ambaſſador his laſt edition; ſo you may 
N he will ſoon. | 


Your mother likes the neatneſs of your 
eloaths, but we direct nothing on that head, 
leaving you to act agreeable to the ambaſſa- 
dor? s taſte, only deſiring you would put him 
to no expence; but ſend us word how and 
to whom we are to remit you any money. 
Adieu, &c. 
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Paris, july 21ſt. 


IT win a very esche ſurpriſe to me to 


| ſee Monſ. Bonnac enter my cloſet ; but my 


Joy was greatly abated, when I found he was 
determined not to Neep with us; abſo- 


lutely refuſing the room my wiſe had pre- 


pared for him, we renewed our ſolicitations 
the next day, and went ſo far as to threaten 
we would ſend you word to lodge at an inn 
at the Hague; but he excuſed himſelf by 
ſaying, it was ſo far from Monſ. d' Torcy's, 


whom he was obliged to attend whenever 


he came to Paris. I was forced to acquieſce, 


and you may be ſure your mother was at 


leaſt as much diſappointed as myſelf. You 
know her grateful temper,, and how good a 
heart ſhe has; there is ſcarce a thing ſhe 


would not do to ſhew. Monſ. Bonnac how 


ſenſible ſhe is of the favors he confers on you. 
We 
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We ire hoth charmed with Monſ. Bonnac's 
kind and polite behaviour, and ſhould be 
overjoyed ſhould you copy his manner, till 


you reſemble him. He gives us great hopes 


of you, and you are happy in baving ſo kind 
a friend, if he does not flatter us, but gives a 
true account of you. We have great reaſon 
to give thanks to God on your account, and 
to hope you will be a great comfort to us, 
He tells us you love employment, and that 
your chief amuſements are reading and walk- 
ing, but eſpecially the converſation of the 
ambaſſador, which you have reaſon to pre- 

ſer to all the pleaſures in the world, at leaſt 
I always found it ſuperior, and not only I 
but all here who are celebrated for the beſt 
taſte and brighteſt underſtandings. 


I did not dare aſk Monſ. Bonnac whether 
you ſometimes thought about religion, I was 
afraid the anſwer might not be as I could 
wiſh ; but I am willing to flatter myſelf that 
as you are deſirous of being an honeſt man, 
you will perceive you cannot be ſo without 
Ty, rene 


D 
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rendering to God the things that are Gods, 
You know religion; I may even ſay, you 
know how good and pleaſant a thing it is, 
therefore it is not poſſible but you ſhould love 
it. Forgive me if L enlarge a little on this 
ſubject ſometimes; 3 you know how much I 
have it at heart, and, J can aſſure you, the 


farther I; advance in life, the more J find 


there i is nothing i in this world ſo valuable as 


a conſcience void of offence towards God and 
toward man, and to look up to God as a kind 


father, who will not fail us when we have 


need. Monſ. Deſpreaux, whom you are ſo 
fond of, is more than ever of theſe ſentimentz 
ſince he wrote on the love of God; and I aſ- 
ſure you, he is fully perſuaded himſelf of the 
great truths which he is defirous of teaching 
to others, You ſometimes think my letters 


too ſhort ; but I much fear you wall think 
this too long.  Adieu. | 
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Paris, July 24th. 


MONS. Bonnac wil inform you of our 
health ; for he has done us the honor to call 
on us often, and even ſometimes dine in our 


little family way ; he can tell you that we 
are all very cheerful, except your ſiſter, 


who is always troubled with the head ach, 


which I fear is cauſed by her great uneaſineſs 
about what ſtate ſhe had beſt fix in. I pity 


her greatly, and do my utmoſt to amuſe her; 


but we live ſo retired, that there is but little 
amuſement with us; though ſhe profeſſes to 


have no deſire to know more of the world; 
ſhe takes no pleaſure in any thing but read- 
ing and ſeems quite indifferent to every thing 


elſe. The time for Nancy to be profeſſed 


draws near, and ſhe waits impatiently for it. 
Babet teſtifies the like impatience, but we 
F have 


err 
have determined to let her ſtay but one year at 
the convent, and then take her home, that we 
may be the better judge of the reality of her 
ſentiments. Fanny is deſirous of going to her 
ſiſter Nancy, and talks of nothing elſe; the 
little one does not ſeem ſo willing to leave 
us, ſhe appears to have a great reliſh for the 
world, has a great deal of wit, and talks in a 
manner that would ſurpriſe you ; and has a 
turn for raillery, for which I often chide her, I 
intend next year to put your Brother to Monſ. 
Rollin, to whom the archbiſhop has intruſted 
the care of young Monſ. Noailles, Monſ. 
Rollin has taken a lodging in the College 
d*Laon, Pays d'Latin, our neighbour, would 


have put his ſon, but they thought the little 


boy too ſtupid which greatly offended the fa- 
ther. | | 


All our brethren, the gentlemen in ordi- 


nary to the king, aſk after you frequently, as 


do ſeveral officers of the guards, only Monſ. 


B. ſeems ſhy, whether from diſlike or ti- 


. midity, I cannot tell. | 
| Monſ. 
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Monſ. Bonnac will tell you what friend- 
ſhip Monſ. Deſpreaux expreſſes for you. He 
is as happy as a king in his ſolitude at Au- 


teuil, or rather, as I call it, his hotel; for 


there is not a day paſles, but there are ſome 
new gueſts, and often ſuch as are total ſtrang- 


ers to each other; he is happy that he can 


thus accommodate himſelf to all the world; 
for my part, I ſhould have ſold the houſe long 


e'er this. 


Now for accademic news. Poor Monſ. 
Boyer is dead, aged eighty-three or eighty- 
four; it is ſaid he made more than twenty 
thouſand verſes in his life time; I ſuppoſe he 
might, for he did little elſe ; ſo that was it the 
cuſtom to burn the dead, as among the 


Romans, he had wanted no other pile than 


his own works, which would have made a 
great fire. Poor man, he died like a very 
good chriſtian; and I muſt here do juſtice to 
poor Chamalai, who, I am informed, died 


very penitent, renounced the play-houſe, and 


repented of her paſt life, but was much a- 


5 fraid 
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fraid of death. This Monſ. Deſpreaux tells 
me, he had from the curate of Auteuil, 
who aſſiſted at her death; for ſhe died 


there, 


T believe Monf. Abbe Geneft, will be cho- 
| ſen in Monſ. Boyer's room; if he has not 
made fo many verſes, at leaſt he has made 
much better. | 


| Thelievel ſhall not go to Compeigne, hav- 
ing ſeen armies and eee enough in 


my time not tor hc tempted to ſee this. I 
ſhall keep myſelf for the journey to Foun- 
tainbleau, and remain at reſt in my own fa- 
mily, where J am better pleaſed to be than [ 
ever was, Monſ. Torcy appears very well 
diſpoſed .to ferve you, and I am perſuaded 
will ſoon give you a proof of it. Monſ. d' 
Noalles will alſo be pleaſed with any oppor- 
tunity of doing you ſervice, and, you may ſup- 
' poſe, I ſhall not be negligent in point- 
ing out any that may offer; having no- 
thing to induce me to ſtay at Court, but my 


deſire to ſee you placed in a ſituation to pro- 
vide 
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mother tells me ſhe has ſeen the letter your 
ſiſter has wrote to you, and that ſhe there 
talks to you about religion; poor girl, you 


bringing you thirty new louis d'ors, worth 


intend giving 4, ooo livres with your ſiſter, 


ſhe does not yet know our intention, nor does 


nap, that had I deſigned to have given more, 


feel the time draw near when I ſhould think 


LET TER. W. 


vide for yourſelf without my aſſiſtance. Your 


may be ſure ſhe has done her beſt. 
Monſ. Bonnac will take the trouble of 


420 livres. I would have ſent you forty, as 
he gives us ſo great an idea of your ceconomy, 
but your mother thought thirty enough. We 


who is to be a nun, beſides a penſion of 200 


the convent, I conſulted the archbiſhop de 
Sens, who ſays it is very handſome, and aſ- 
ſures me they will be very well pleaſed with it; 


he ſhould have oppoſed it. 
My health is, thank God, very good, but 


the violent heats make me very faint, and 1 


of retiring ; but I preached ſo much in my 
1 laſt, 
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laſt, that I fear to begin in this, and I fancy 
vou would be glad J ſhould conclude with 
telling you, I am very well pleaſed with you, 
and have only to recommend to you to do 


your utmoſt to pleaſe the ambaſſador, and to 
aſſiſt him in his great work; and I ſhall place 
to my own account all the attentions you pay 


to him, and I wiſh you to have the ſame re- 


gard for him as for me, in which there will 


be this difference, that with him you will 
learn things a thouſand times more to your 
profit and advantage than you can with 


me. 


I find you have one quality I muſt ap- 
prove, whch 1s, when any except myſelf 


banter you on your little foibles, that you 
* underſtand railery,, and can attack them a- 
gain; but it is not enough to anſwer with 


ſpirit, but we ſhould profit by their raillery, 
and amend what is amiſs. If I was to give 


you my own example, it was happy for me 


that I ſpent my youth among men that ſpoke 


their minds freely, and did not ſpare each 
| __ other's 


LET TE-RXXEV. 


other's faults, and I always took care to cor- 


rect thoſe they told me of, which indeed were 
many, and ſuch as would have rendered me 


very unfit for the commerce of the world. 


I forgot to tell you, that I am apprehenſive 
that you will become too great a purchaſer 
of books; ſor, beſides that, a multitude con- 


fuſes; it induces one to ramble from one 
ſtudy to another, which is often very uſeleſs, 


and grows into a habit of being tempted to 


divide the attention. I remember a paſſage 
in Cicero often quoted to me, by Monſ. Ni- 
cole, to deter me from the fancy of buying 
many books, Non eſſe emacem, veftigal e. 
it is a good revenue not to love to purchaſe; 
the word emacem is particularly fine, and car- 
ries much force with it. 


I ſuppoſe you will ſtretch your eye- lids 
when you ſee the king of England, for the 


firſt time; for I know how much your curi- 


ofity and attention are excited by celebrated 
people, 


| 
; 
1 
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1 
people, and I ſhall expect you ſend me a pare 
ticular account of what "oo have ſeen. 

J received your letter with an account 
of the accident that happened to you; 
you have abundant reaſon to be thank» 
ful that you eſcaped ſo well ; but at the ſame 
time this ſhould teach you two things, one 
to be more careful than you are, and eſpe- 
cially as you are near-ſighted, never do any 
thing in a hurry; the other, that we ought 
to have ſo much command of ourſelves as 
not to be ſurpriſed at any accident that may 


happen to us when we leaſt expect it. 


Jour mother is juſt returned from St. Sul- 
pice, where ſhe was given the holy bread; and 
if you had not been ſo far off ſhe would have 
ſent you ſome. 
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Paris, Aug. iſt. 


THE laſt letter I wrote to you was ſolong, 
I ſuppoſe you will be glad of a ſhort one now, 
and there is nothing new to tell you, except 
the quarrel which the Grand Prior had with 
Monſ. the Prince of Conti, at Meudon. 
The Prior was offended at ſome words that 
fell from the prince, though, in themſelves, 


no way offenſive; however, the next day he 


came to the court at Meudon with his hat on, 


and pulled over his eyes, as if he came for 
reparation : the Prince reminded him of the 


reſpect he owed to him, he anſwered, he owed 


him none. The prince talked to him with _ 


all the dignity, and at the ſame time with all 
the prudence imaginable ; and as many peo- 


ple were preſent, it had no farther conſe- 


quence ; but my Lord hearing of it ſoon after, 


and being himſelf diſpleaſed with the Grand 


Prior, 
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Prior, ſent Monſ. le Marquis d'Gevers to ac- 
quaint the king, who immediately ſent for 
Monſ. d' Portchartrain, to whom he gave or- 
ders to ſend the Grand Prior to the Baſ- 


tile. | 2 


' Your mother and all the family ſend their 
love. Your ſiſter aſks advice of her confeſſor 
and friends whether ſhe ſhall remain in the 
world, or embrace a religious life : but you 
know people are generally determined before 
they aſk advice. Your mother and I ſeek 
ſeriouſly to have her well eſtabliſhed. She 


behaves with great nn and affability of 
_ temper among us, 


I have determined not to go to Compeigne, 
as I ſhall have but little opportunity of paying 


— my reſpects to the king, he will be al- 


ways on horſe-back, and I never. The 
Comte d'Ayer is very ſorry ] do not go, that 
I might ſee his regiment which i is . magni- 


hcent, Adieu. | 
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From Mrs. Racine, 


Paris, Aug. 10, 


Your Father being but indifferent I write 
to you, my dear child, to teſtify the great plea- 
ſure it is to us, that you apply ſo cloſely to 
| buſineſs, as we think you do, Believe me, you 
cannot pleaſe us more than by giving attention 
to ſuch things as are proper for the buſineſs of 
your place. I cannot expreſs how ſenſible 
I am of the many favors the ambaſſador has 
ſhewn you. At your leiſure ſend me word 
what price you gave for the cloth for ycur 
ſhirts, as alfo for the edging you have bought. 
Your little brother ſends you many compli- 
ments; poor fellow, he promiſes he will 

not go to plays as you do. In your letter 
to me, you deſired I would pray for you. If 


my prayers are heard, you will ſoon be one of 
the 
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the beſt chriſtians in the world; but I deſire 
nothing ſo ardently as your ſalvation. But 
conſider, my dear ſon, that parents may pray 
for their children in vain, unleſs the children 
will endeavor to put in practice the good in- 

ſtructions they have received. Adieu, my 

dear child, I embrace you. 


Then in Mon. Racine's writing. 


T add a word or two to your mother's let- 
ter, to tel] you, I highly approve of the ad- 
vice given you tolearn the German language; 
I mentioned it to Monſ. d'Torcy who thinks it 
will be of great uſe to you and exhorts you to 
purſue it. It is not Monſ. Bonnac's fault if 
you do not paſs here for a very clever, capable 
man, and you have infinite obligations to him 
on that head; pray aſſure him of my acknow- 
ledgements on your account, and tell him the 
great deſire I have to enjoy the company of 
the ambaſſador and him, as I think I ſhould 
improve in ſuch good company: I would alſo 
wiſh you to be of the party. Adieu. 


LET- 
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Paris, Aug. 18th. 


1 intended to have wrote on Friday, but 
found it was aſſumption-day; and you know | 
that on ſuch days the father of a family, as I 
am, is too much employed to write letters, eſ- 
pecially in a morning. Your mother is glad 
you are pleaſed with the waiſtcoat ſhe ſent 
you, and thanks you for your kind intention 
of ſending her a gown, but deſires there may 
be no gold in it. She has juſt heard that 
your ſiſter that is at Melun, has a violent fe- 
ver, and ſhe is reſolved to go and ſee her; 
thus you ſee in a large family one is ſeldom 
without ſome troubles; indeed, they ſucceed 
each other ſo faſt as hardly to leave one time 
to breathe, beſides reckoning the pain it is 
to ſee thoſe we love ſuffer. 


I am 
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1 am much charmed with the kind recep- 

tion you had from the king of England, and 
much obliged to the ambaſſador who was the 
occaſion of it, and likewiſe for his ſending 


an account of it to the king. Monſ. d' Torcy 
has promiſed me to embrace this opportunity 
of ſpeaking in your behalf. Monſ. Deſ- 
preaux is highly pleaſed with the account you 


give of the king of England. By the way, 


I muſt tell you, that when J read any of your 
letters to him, I take care to omit the words 
d'ici, de la, deci, which you repeat very often, 
ſometimes ſeven or eight times in a page; 
theſe are little negligences which it is very 
eaſy to avoid, in all elſe, we are very well 
pleaſed with your eaſy and er manner of 
writing. f 


Monſ. D' Torcy has ſhewn me the treatiſe 

on Pure Love, which the ambaſſador ſent him, 
but he could not lend it me, This affair 
goes on very lowly at Rome. wm 


Monſ. 
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Monſ. Bonnac is too good to be ſo fond of 
you. I wiſh I could do more to teſtify my 
eſteem for him which is very greatly increaſed 
ſince I had the honor of his company, as I 
then had the opportunity to diſcover the clear- 
neſs and ſolidity of his judgment, and alſo 
the goodneſs of his heart and the great ſenſi- 
bility he has for his friends, 


You have not ſent me any account of Ma- 


reſchal Tallard, pray what do people ſay of 
him; it is ſaid here, that he lodges at Utrecht, 
while the king of England ſtays at Loo. - 
Make my beſt reſpects to the ſon of my 
lord Montague; I would even adviſe you to 
write to my lord himſelf, Adieu. 
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Paris, Sept. I 2th. 


I Shall write but one oye juſt to inform 
. you of my health, and that of the family. 
I am but indifferent, but I have great rea- 
ſon to think it will be of no conſequence, as 
it proceeds only from want of phyſic, which 
will carry off my complaints; but the miſ- 
fortune is, that ſomething or other always 
happens that I have no leiſure to think ſeri- 
doduſiy about my health. 


Vour mother returned yeſterday from Me- 
lun, and left your ſiſter perfectly recovered. 
The ceremony of her profeſſion is to be to- 
wards the latter end of November. We are 
to give her the yearly penſion for life of 300 
livres, and the ſum of 5000 in ready money; 
we thought to have given but 4000; but 
: | | they 
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they tell us it will coſt us five to build and 
furniſh her a cell, and ſome other little things, 


beſides the expence of our journey thither, 
and that of the ceremony. I have ſome 


thoughts of marrying your eldeſt ſiſter ; and 


. if an affair which has been mentioned to us 

- takes place, it may be this winter ; ſhe ſeems 

% very eaſy about it, has no appearance of 

4 either vanity or ambition, and J have great 

Is reaſon to be pleaſed with her behaviour on 

h that head. 

5 1 3 5 bens 

8 I have had ſome thoughts of marrying you 5 

. likewiſe, though you knew nothing of it, and 
it wanted but little of being agreed on; but » 
when it came to the trial it was not ſo ad- 

— vantageous as it had appeared to be; the lady . 

A might have been a fortune, but you muſt have 

* waited, may be, twenty years for it, and in the 

re mean time, might have ſtruggled with many 

0 diffculties. At all events, I ſhould not habe 

3 concluded any thing without your approbati- 

it on; and thoſe friends to whom I mentioned It 
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ſaid I was wrong to think of marrying you 
ſo ſoon, as it might probably be an hindrance 
to your advancement, eſpecially as the expec- 
tations were not large and at ſuch a diſtance, 


I ſhould not have ſent you this account, but 


to ſhew you that I have you always in my 
thoughts, and endeavor to act for your benefit, 
and in ſuch a manner as may pleaſe you, and 
to aſſiſt you to the utmoſt of my power. It 
now remains with you to endeavor to aſſiſt 
yourſelf by continuing a cloſe application to 
buſineſs. Another time, perhaps I may ſend 
you a detail of this affair to amuſe you ; all 
I ſhall now ſay is that you know not the lady, 
not having ſo much as ever ſeen her, which 


was one reaſon why I proceeded very cau- 
tiouſly; for it is hut reaſonable your taſte 


ſhould be conſulted. Throughout this 


whole affair, I could not but obſerve your 
mother's great affection for you, for which 
you can never be too grateful. 


| You are not the only one who meets with 


| misfortunes ; eight days ago your mother and 


_ {ſiſters 
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ſiſters came to fetch me home from Auteuil, 
where I had dined, and they were overtaken 
by a violent ſtorm of wind, hail and light- 
ning on the road, which ſo frighted the horſes, 


that the coachman had no command of them. 


Your eldeſt ſiſter, who gave herſelf over for 
loſt, opened the coach door and jumped out, 
not conſidering the conſequence; the wind 
was ſo ſtrong it blew her down, and rolled 
her over, ſo that ſhe had fallen from the cauſe- 
way, if the footman had not taken her up; 
they got her into the coach again, very much 
frightened, wet and dirty, and in that ftate 
ſhe arrived at Auteuil, where Monſ. Deſ- 
preaux had a good fire made, and got her ſome 


cloaths: we brought her home with us thro' 


the flaſhes of lightening,” againft Monſ. 
Deſpreaux's will, who would fain have had 
us left her there. As ſoon as we got her home 
ſhe was put to-bed, and ſlept twelve hours, 
ſo that the loſs of her petticoats is the worſt 
of this affair. Adieu, my dear ſon. 


„ LET: 


LETTER I. 


Paris, Sept. 9th, 


I Have at length, by the advice of my bet 
friends, entirely broke off the match that 
was propoſed to me far you. She was to 
have had an income of 4000 livres a year, 
and an expectation of as much more at the 
death of her father and mother ; but as they 
were not old they might live twenty years or 
more, or the ſurvivor might marry again, in 
which caſe you would have run a riſque of 
having only 4000 livres, and perhaps a large 
family before you were thirty; ſo that you 
- muſt not have kept any equipage, as cloaths 
and other neceſſary expences, would have ex- 
hauſted the whole. This might have blaſted 
the- hopes of preferment, which you reaſon- 


ably * from the friendſhip with which 
Monſ. 


» 
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Monſ. d'Torcy and the ambaſſador, have ho- 
nored you ; add to all this the temper of 
the young lady, who, Iam informed, is fond of 
the world and its pleaſures, and a great lover 
of pomp and ſhew ; ſo that ſhe might have 
been very expenſive and troubleſome to you 
on many accounts, at leaft this was the opi- 


nion of many judicious perſons who have a 


great eſteem for your mother and myſelf, and 
who heartily congratulated us when the affair 
was entirely at an end. I have reafon to 
think you will be a thouſand times hap- 


pier in ſharing the little inheritance it has 


pleaſed God to bleſs us with, and more 
likely to get preferment in the world. I do 
not name the perſons who made this propoſal, 
and I defire you will not attempt to gueſs 
them. I ſhall always be grateful for the 
good-will they ſhewed to us on this occaſion ; 
your mother is entirely of my ſentiments in 
this affair, nay, ſhe even doubts whether you 


would have at all conſented to it, as ſhe 


thinks ſhe has often heard you ſay, you thould 
like to make your fortune before you 
«ö . moon 
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thought of marrying. Be aſſured we will 
let you want for nothing, and I ſhall be 
willing to do as much for you, though you 
ſhould remain fingle, as 1 ſhould have done 
had you married. in the firſt place, truſt on 
God, whom 1 hope you will daily love more 
and more, and be aſſured of our affec- 
tion for you, which is daily increaſing by 
the perſuaſion which we have of your good 
Inciinations, and that you wiſh to beemployed, 
and to live in the world, as a virtuous honeſt 


man, 


Your Mother took the little ones yeſterday 
to the fair; little Lionel was ſadly frighted 
at the elephant, and cried terribly when he 
ſaw him put his trunk, into the footman's 
pocket, who had hold of his head ; the girls 
had more courage, and came home loaded with 
dolls, which pleaſed them much. I am not 
entirely rid of my complaints; but I ftill 
ſome how or other, neglect taking phyſic. 


{ 4 


I know 


I know nothing of the hiſtory of Janſeniſm, 
which is printed in Holland, nor did you 
ſend me word, whether it was for or againſt 
it; but I adviſe you not to ſhe any curioſity 
about it, that your name may not be called 
in queſtion. Give me leave to criticize a 
little on a word or two in your letter 1! en 4 
agi politeſſe, you ſhould have ſaid, II en 4 
uſe, it is never ſaid, 7! en 4 beiu agi, that is. 
a bad way of ſpeaking. Adieu, 
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Paris, Sent. 31. 


1 Have Ae Wen! in the Gazette an ac- 
count of the ambaſſador's magnificent entry; 
however, I had great pleaſure in the recital 
you gave me. I began this letter deſigning 
it ſhould be a long one, but I am obliged to 
go to bed to take my medicines, ſo will write a 
longer next time. Your mother and all friends 
| ſend their reſpects. Monſ. PAbbe Geneſt, 
is choſen into the Academy, in Monſ. Bo- 
yer's room. Your couſin PAb be du Pin 
had ſome votes, and will probably be choſen 
another time, which he is very deſirous of, 
I gave my vote for Abbe 2 having 


promiſed him, Adieu, 


* 
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Paris, Oct. 8. 


My head is ſo exhauſted by the quantity 
of blood taken from me within theſe five or 
ſix days, that I ſhall leave my wife to write 
to you. Do not be uneaſy about my health; 
thank God I am much better, and I hope in 
about a week to be able to go to Fountain- 
bleau. You know my love of truth, and I 
have no reaſon to diſguiſe the ſtate of my 
health from you, therefore be perfectly eaſy, | 
* truſt in God. | 


: Then i in Madame Racine's writing. 


* took the pen from your father, who is in 
bed, but would begin the letter left you ſhould 
think him worſe than he is. He has had a 
flow fever, and was obliged to bleed twice, 
be 1. ad a 22 night, and this morning, 

the 


rr /, 

the fever is abated, and there only remains 
a pain in the right ſide when he moves or is 
touched, He is very well pleaſed with ſome 
reflections on the Eſtabliſhment deſigned for 
you : but we-think the fortune the lady was 
to have brought, has made a little too great 
an impreſſion on you, and that you do not 
enough conſider what your father ſaid about 
her temper. I ſee plainly, ſon, you are not 
apprized of how much conſequence it is to- 
wards happineſs ; nevertheleſs, that was the 
chief motive of our breaking off the treaty. 
Do not imagine we apprehend any inconve- 
nience to ourſelves; that was not in our 
thoughts, as it would have been little more 
expence to us (than it now is) to ſupport you. 
Vour father is ſo pleaſed with you, that he 
would do any thing for your good, and to 
have you ſatisfied with him, provided you are 


a good man, and live in a manner anſwerable 
to the good principles we have endeavoured 
| to inſtil into you. Your father is very ſorry 
you are obliged to have a wig, for he wiſhes 
you could keep your hair; but leaves it to 
A | . a = 
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the ambaſſador's advice; and, if it muſt be 
ſo, as ſoon as he is better he will ſeek for you 
one of the beſt Perriwig-makers in Paris, L 
hope he will be able to write himſelf next 
time. Adieu, my dear fon ; put your truſt 
in God, and endeavor to gain the kingdom 
of heaven, | 


* . N 
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| Began by Madame Racine. 


Paris, Oct. 18th. 


YOUR father and I begin to be in pain 
for your health, not having heard from you 


ſome time paſt. We ſometimes think the 


reaſon of your not writing is, becauſe you 
intend coming ſoon, We ſhould be very 


glad to fee you, but ſorry if you ſhould take 
ſuch a journey on account of the letter I 


wrote; becauſe the doctors now think your 
father quite out of danger, only they ſay it 
will be a great while before he is perfectly 
well; he has always a little fever; but the 
pain in-his ſide is much abated. We have 
been part of this afternoon walking on the 
terrace; ſo you may think he is better, He 


bas quitted all FR of going to Foun- 


tainbleau, 
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tainbleau. The delay of the profeſſion of 
your ſiſter, makes us uneaſy; but ſhe muſt 


bear this little diſappointment with 
tience. | 


The reſt in Monſ. Racine's writing: 


*. 


pa- 


, 


I am much better, thank God, and hope to 
write you a long letter ſoon, to make you 
amends for not writing this. I am much 
ſurpriſed at your filence, likewiſe at the am- 
baſſadors. I ſometimes think you are both 


worſe than I have been. Adieu, jy dear ſon, 


aw LETTER XLIV. 


LETTER ov... 
Began by Madame Racine. 


WT 5 OR. 20th. 
7 I Write, my dear ſon, near your father, 
who would have wrote himſelf; but I pre- 


vented him, as he is much fatigued with an 
emetic they have juſt given him, and which 


has had all the ſucceſs we could with, ſo that 
the doctor ſays, he has no more to do, but to 


keep himſelf ſtill, being out of danger. Do 


not be uneaſy about him; all his anxiety is 


leaſt you ſhould take ſome precipitate reſolu- 
tion of coming hither, which would take you 
from your buſineſs, and be of no uſe to him. 
He hopes to write to you himſelf on Friday 
next, He is adviſed to drink the waters 
of St. Amand, till Spring, when he can go 
| thither and drink them on the ſpot, if the 


am baſſador 


r IT! 
ambaſſador returns, I hope he will bring you 
with him. Monſ. Finot ſays, he knows the 
ambaſſador's conſtitution, and that he did 
wrong to go to Aix la Chapelle, when the 
waters of St. Amand were better for him; 


and he intends writing to Monſ. Fagon a- 
bout it, OS 


Then in Monſ. Racine's writing. 
I embrace the ambaſſador with all my heart, 
though it is no way neceſſary for you to 
come to me; yet, if he fhould have any diſ- 
patches to ſend to the king, and could ma- 
nage matters. ſo that his majeſty ſhould not 
wonder at your being ſent with them, T 
ſhall be. glad to fee you; on'y tell him 
what I have ſaid, and leave the reſt to him. 
Adieu, my dear, I have thought much of you, 
and am glad I am again in ſuch a ſtate that 
I may hope to ſee you once more. 


Then Madame Racine writes. 


Do not be ſurpriſed that your father does 
not write well; he is in bed, otherwiſe writes 
much as uſual. Adieu, 


LE T- 
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LETTER. XLV. 


Paria, Oct. 24th, 

AT laft, my dear ſon, I am, thank God, 
quite free from any fever, and I hope I have 
but one more medicine'to take. My head is 
ſtill very indifferent, and the ſeaſon not very 
favourable for recovery from illneſs; but on 
the contrary, one has generally much difficulty 


to recruit one's ſtrength at this time. My | 


illneſs has been very ſevere; but I did not 
deceive you; for when I ſent you word there 
was no danger, I was aſſured ſo by the doctor, 
I am glad you did not come; your journey 
would have done me no good, but have been 
a great expence to you, beſides turning you 
aſide from the track you are in, of being em- 
ployed under the ambaſſador's eye, I hear- 
tily wiſh his health was as well eſtabliſhed as 
mine. I hope he and I may meet at St. A- 


mands next Spring; ; for they have taken it 
: x into 
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into their heads thoſe waters would do me a 
great deal of good, and are alſo proper for 
him. | 

The profeſſion of your ſiſter has been re- 
tarded by my illneſs, which is an affliction 
to her; but ſhe had better wait a little till I 
can be preſent to aſſiſt. I have ſent her 
word ; I intend it ſhall be the firſt week in 


November ; I ſhall then be fo near Foun- 


tainbleau, that any other perſon would be 
tempted to go there; but I ſha]l only aſſiſt 
at the ceremony, and return to fleep the next 
night at Paris. To | 


Your mother is, thank God, in good health, 
notwithſtanding the great fatigue ſhe has had 
with attending me during my illneſs, and 
ſne was certainly more watchful, expert, 
and diligent than any nurſe would have been, 


and with this difference, that all ſhe did 
came from the heart, and was my greateſt 
_ conſolation ; and it gives me. great joy that 


you appear to have a right ſenſe of the merit 
1 x H . 


is LETTER XIV. 


of ſo good a mother; and I am perſuaded that 


when I am no more, ſhe will receive from 
you that affection and gratituds ſhe now has 
from me. 


— 


Monf. Valincourt, and l' Abbe Renaudot, 


were my chief companions. I mention them 
becauſe they ſeldom left my room. Mon, 
Deſpreaux, did not deſert me in my diſtreſs, 
but at intervals he went to Auteuil, which 
I thought but reaſonable, it not being right 

that he ſhould loſe the pleaſure, of the coun- 
try to attend an invalid whoſe voice was not 
ſtrong enough to make him hear; though I 
muſt aver there is not a more ſincere friend, 
nor a better man, in the world. Make many 
compliments to the ambaſſador and Monſ. 
Bonnac, for me; I am much obliged to them 
for the intereſt they take in my welfare. I 
am alſo much affected at the concern I have 
occaſioned you, which has contributed not a 
little to augment the love I have always had 
for you. Another time I will ſend you news; 
at preſent, adieu. 
: LE T- 
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Paris, Oct. zoth. 


YOU may be aſſured, my dear ſon, that 
my health is in a fair way of being intirely 
eſtabliſhed.” I have taken phyſic for the laſt 
time, and the doctors Have taken their leave, 
recommending a ſtrict diet for ſome time, and 
great temperance during life, which will not 
be difficult for me to obſerve. I have only the 
tables at Court to fear, and am very well 
pleaſed in having ſo good an excuſe to avoid 
all great feafts, which I never much delighted 
in. I have reſolved to ſtay at Paris as much 
as I can, not only to take care of my health, 
but alſo to avoid as much as poſſible the great 
diſſipation ſo prevalent in a Court. 


AY 


We intend to ſet out on Wedneſday next, 


for the profeſſion of my dear child, whom 1 
H 2 will 
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will not obli ge to wait any longer. Monſ. the 


archbiſhop of Sens, abſolutely inſiſts on per- 
forming the ceremony. I could have wiſhed 
that he had ſpared that compliment, as it will 
create us much trouble, as well as more ad- 
ditional expence. Monſ. VAbbe Boileau, 
notwithſtanding all I can ſay to the contrary, 


is, out of his great friendſhip for us, deter- 


mined to go there to preach. 


We went the other day, with all the little 


family, to dine at Auteuil, where Monſ. Deſ- 
preaux highly regaled the young folks ; he 
took Magdelane and Lionel, into the wood of 
Boulogne, and diverted himſelf with them, 
threatning to loſe them a although he 
cannot hear one word the poor children ſay to 
Him, yet he ſeemed pleaſed with them. He 
is ſurely the beſt tempered man in the 


World. 


Monſ. Huſſein, has a whimſical proceſs 
againſt a counſellor of the Court of Aides, 
whoſe horſes having taken fright, ran againſt 

„„ "BHD his 
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his coach, which was going gently along ; the 
ſhock was ſo violent, that the pole of the 
counſellor's coach pierced the breaſt of one 
of Monſ. Huſſeir's horſes in ſuch a manner, 
that the poor creature died in about an hour, 
He has cited the counſellor to appear, and 
makes no doubt he ſhall oblige him to pay 


for his horſe. , You may tell the ambaſſador 


this ; but caution him not to jeſt about it in 


bis letters to Monſ. Huſſein ; for he takes the 
thing very ſeriouſly. Adieu. 
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L E T T E K XL VII. 


Paris, Nov. Ioth 


I AM returned from Melun, very much fa- 
tigued; I was in hopes the air would have 
ſtrengthened me, but F think the motion of 
the coach has done me hurt. However that 
is over, | have been and am returned ſafe, 
and the doctors tell me, all will go well, 
provided I ſtrictly adhere to the rules they 
have preſcribed to me, and I aſſure you I do 
obſerve them, with an incredible exactneſs. 


I wiſh I had time to-day to give you a par- 
ticular account of your ſiſter's profeſſion; but 


| without flattering her, I think I may fay 
that we may look on her as an angel, Her 


mind and judgment are well informed, ſhe 
has a prodigious memory, and is paſſionately 


fond of religious books: what is ftill more 
e charming 


RF ÞT RR UAVII. 119 
charming in her, is a meſt engaging ſweet- 
neſs, and a wonderful equality of temper. 
Your mother and eldeſt fiſter, wept during the 
whole time; neither could I refrain from 
ſighing, which I believe contributed to diſ- 
order_ my feeble nerves. Do not be con- 
cerned that I do not write a longer letter; 
for to ſpeak the truth, J am not compoſed 
enough to attend to my neceſſary buſineſs. 
Your mother and all the family, ſalute you. 


To-morrow will be the anaiverſary of your 
Baptiſm, when you made a folemn vow to 


Jeſus Chaiſt to ſerve him with all your heart. 
Adieu. | | 
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As ſo much has been ſaid in the foregoing 


Letters about the Profeſſion of his Daugh- 
ter, at Melun; and as Monf. Racine gives 
ſo ſhort an account of it, in his Letter to 
his ſon, I thought it might not be amiſs 
to gratify the Curioſity of ſome of my 
Readers, by inſerting this letter which he 
wrote to his Aunt, who was Lady Abbeſs 
at Port Royal, and in which he gives à 
ſomewhat fuller ACC count, ; 


| 


LETTER XLVIL 


Paris, Nov: 11th. 
TI AM impatient, my dear aunt, till I have 
the honour of feeing you, to acquaint you 
with all the good I have perceived in my dear 
child, who has juſt taken the veil, In a few 
words I muſt acquaint you, that ſhe has a 
great and well informed underſtanding, a 


ſincere piety, great ſweetneſs of temper, and 


above all, a wonderful tranquillity and even- 
neſs of mind, I am rejoiced, my dear aunt, 


that at leaſt 0 one of my children will, in ſome 


degree, 


* 
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degree reſemble you; I cannot avoid telling 


you one fact, which will give you an idea of 
her courage and anos ne ol 


During the ceremony, the carefully avoid» 
ed looking at her mother and me, leſt ſhe 
ſhould be affected by the trouble we were in: 
when the time came that ſhe embraced the 
holy ſiſters and the ſuperior (lady abbeſs,) 


ſhe was likewiſe deſired to embrace her mo- 
ther and ejdeſt ſiſter, who were near her over- 


whelmed with tears; {he was much troubled 
at this ſight, nevertheleſs ſhe concluded the 
ceremony with the ſame modeſt and compoſ- 
ed manner ſhe had at the beginning ; but as 
ſoon as all was over, ſhe retired into a little 
room, where ſhe gave vent to her ſorrow, and 
ſhed a torrent of tears at the remembrance of 
thoſe ſhed by her mother : while ſhe was 1n 
this ſituation, they acquainted her that the 


_ archbiſhop waited in the parlour with me and 


our friend, to ſee her come; then, faid ſhe, 
this is no time for tears; ſhe even exerted 


herſelf ſo as to appear gay, and laughed at 
hep 
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her own weakneſs, and came ſmiling into the 
parlour, as if nothing had happened. I own 
to you, my dear aunt, this extraordinary 


firmneſs, ſo much ſuperior to her age, af- 
fected me very much, 


Abbe Boileau' s ſermon on the occaſion, 
was very fine, and full of important truths. 
All this had a terrible effect on the mind of 
my eldeſt daughter, who appeared in great 
agitation, ſo far as again to talk of renounc- 
ing the world, but do not lay much ſtreſs on 
ſuch nen as I think they will paſs away 


5 1 75 5 


1 foroot to tell you that my daughter, who is 
the nun, loves reading exceſſively, particularly 
religious books, and has an exceeding good 
memory. Excuſe a little, my fondneſs for a 
child who never gave me the leaſt cauſe of 
complaint, and who has ſo willingly given 
Herſelf to God : ſhe is undoubtedly the moſt 
handſome of all my children, and that which 
would have been moſt expoſed to the danger- | 

ous careſſes of this flattering world. 3 
| „ 


LETTER XLVIIL 1323 


My wife, and all our Jittle ones, deſire 
their reſpects to you; my late illneſs has left 
a little hardneſs on the right ſide, but Monſ. 
Morin, aſſures me it will be of no conſe- 
quence, but will go away by degrees, with 
the medicines I am taking ; as to the reſt, I 
am, thank God, pretty well. 


I was not ſo much ſurprized to hear of the 
3 of Mont. de Foſſe, as I was affected at 
it; he was, as I may ſay, the oldeſt friend I 
had in the world; would to God I had pro- 
fited better Wa the great e of piety he 


ſet me. : 


beg 25 for hun you with ſo 
long a letter, and 1 defire you will always 


— 


aflift n me with your prayers. „ 
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Paris, Nov. 17th, 


I ſuppoſe I need not write to the ambaſſa- 
dor to inform him the great happineſs it will 
be to me to have the honor of ſeeing him 


ſeo ſoon, and my joy will be the more com- 


pleat, as I find he will be ſo good as to bring 
you with him. Pray tell him, he will give 
me an additional pleaſure, if, during his ſhort 
ſtay at Paris, he will accept of a lodging with 
us, we can contrive to place him in a very 
convenient and retired apartment, and where 
he would be free from noiſe, and then I ſhould 
have the happineſs not to loſe a ſingle mo- 
ment of his company when he was not en- 
gaged at court. Vou will not find me per- 
fectly well, on account of a hardneſs that 


remains on the liver, but which the doctors 
aſſure 
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aſſure me I need not fear, for that by ob- 
| ſerving the rules preſcribed, it will leſſen by 
degrees. As I am not able to make long jour- 
nies to court, you will come very apropos to 
keep me company, but I ſhall not hinder your 
going thither to pay your reſpects. I have 
no occaſion for the example of madame the 
dutcheſs d Auvergne, to reſtrain my drink- 
ing tea, as I always uſe it very ſparingly, ſo 
you need not bring me any. 


If the ambaſſador approves of thoſe memoirs 
of the peace of Ryſwick, which you men- 


tioned, you may buy them and bring them 


with you; but if I am ſo happy as to have 
his company, I ſhall need no other memoirs 
towards my hiſtory of the king, for he has 
more knowledge than all the other ambaſſa- 
dors and miniſters put together, and I greatly 
depend on the information -he has promiſed 
to give me. 


I be- 


* 
Ve 
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Ys believe I ſhall not go to Verſailles, be- 
fore the journey to Marli; ; I am obliged to 
take great care of my health, that I may _y 


the longer among you, 5 


i Mdbus 0. my dear child; ne dai are 
one” that _ e. like to ſee yy” ſoon, 


: In e veg your as that the 
| ambaſſador * make our houſe his home. | 


LE r- 


Arn. 
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* 


From the holy mother Theaclea Racine to 
Madame Racine. 


Glory be fo God! 


IJ am much obliged to my dear neice for 
the account you ſent me of your dear inva- 
lid. I am alſo fearful for your health, con- 
ſidering the grief and trouble, as well as great 
fatigue you muſt have had, during ſo long an 
illneſs. In the name of God, take care of 
your own health, for the ſake of your chil- 


dren; for I fear, by the account you give of 


my nephew, that they will not long have 


any father in this world. We muſt adore 
the decrees of God, by ſubmiſſion to them, 
ſupporting ourſelves by faith i in him who will 
never fail them that truſt in him. No one 


can be more affected with your loſs, which 
is a great one to me alſo; let us pray to God 


for each other. 


L E T- 


„ 1 1 0M, 


F rom the ſame, to Madame Racine. | 
May 27, 1669. 


I am glad, my dear neice, to hear of the 
_ preſent the king has made you ; it is of no 
conſequence whether it was to you or your 
children ; a good mother, as you are, will 


always take care of them; all I deſire is, that 
you will take care of yourſelf, for what would 


become of them ſhould you fail them; there- 


fore try to conſole yourſelf, and ſtrengthen 


yourſelf by looking up to God, who is the 
protector of widows, and a father to the fa- 
therleſs. I have alſo as much need to turn 
| myſelf to God as you have, that I may not 
too ſenſibly feel this ſeparation, 


Theſe 
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Madame Theclea Racine'sletter is inſert- 
ed only to ſhew that Monſ. Racine was paſt 
recovery, and indeed about four months af- 
ter his laſt letter, his ſon returned to be a 
witneſs to his death, which was occaſioned 
by an abceſs on his liver, which came on af- 
ter a violent fever: his complaint of a pain 
in his ſide, was at firſt thought to be weak» 
neſs only, till it encreaſed to an alarming 
degree; it was feared he at firſt brought on 
his illneſs by his great uneaſineſs at a flight 
contempt which he thought he had received 
from the king. The caſe was as follows, 
Madame de Maintenon, always had a parti- 


cular eſteem for him, and he was often with 
her converſing on different ſubjects; one 
day in particular talking of the miſery of 
the people, Monſ. Racine, ſaid it was the 


general conſequence of long wars, but that 
it might be alleviated by thoſe in power, 
if they would attend to it: affected with 
the ſubject, he purſued it with a kind of en- 
thuſiaſm, which pleaſing Madame de Main- 

1 I > mn 


130 ME MO IRS Of 
tenon, ſhe told him, as he was capable of ||| » 
making fuch juſt reflections on the ſubject at '1 
once, ſhe wiſhed he would beſtow ſome | x 
thoughts upon it, and commit them to pa- i 
per, and let her have them, promiſing that it c 
ſhould not go out of her hands; he unfortu- fl t 
nately undertook it, and ſent her a ſcheme to e 
that purpoſe, eſteemed very well wrote; as f 
ſhe was reading it, His Majeſty came into t 
her apartment, and having juft looked at it, 11 
aſked who was the author? ſhe replied, ſhe 
Had promiſed ſecreſy; but as the king inſiſt- 
ed on knowing, ſhe was obliged to obey, His t 
Majeſty, after praiſing his zeal, ſeemed not 
well pleaſed that a man of letters ſhould med- 
dle with things that did not concern him, 
adding with an air of diſpleaſure, Becauſe 
He underſtands making verſes, does he think 
he knows every thing ; or becauſe he is a 
good poet, would he alſo be a prime miniſ- 
ter? Madame de Maintenon, acquainted 
. him with what had paſſed, at the ſame time 
deſiring him not to come to her till further 
orders: This affected him very much, and 
5 | „ 


e wes . ym, try eat x Wy od Hwy 


. ⁵² + err rt er ne - - 


MO NS. RACINE. 131 


as he was of a very ſuſceptible temper, and 


rather inclined to fear the worſt, and meet 


mis fortune more than half way, he therefore 
imagined he had offended the king, and was 
confirmed in that opinion; as about the ſame 
time, the place he enjoyed at court, was tax- 
ed among others; and as he had met with 
ſome difficulty in paying the purchaſe money, 
this new tax embarraſſed him, though he was 
in hopes the king would have excuſed him, 
as he had once done on a former occaſion ; 
not daring to apply himſelf, he had recourſe 
to a friend to get him excuſed, but His 
Majeſty anſwered, It cannot be done ; 
though a moment after, he ſaid, If I can in 
future point out any method by which I can 
reimburſe him I ſhall be glad: theſe laſt 


words ought to have comforted him, but his 


mind dwelt on the former words only, and 
from that time nouriſhed a ſort of melancho- 
ly, thinking the king was quite eſtranged 
from him, and not thinking the ſcheme which 
he had wrote by order of Madame de Main- 
tenon, and with a view to the public good, 

2 could 
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could be a crime ſufficient to occaſion the 


change. He concluded it muſt be on account 
of his attachment to Port Royal, where he had 
been educated, and where his aunt, whom 
he greatly eſteemed, was at that time abbeſs; 
he therefore wrote to Madame de Maintenon 
the letter inſerted in this collection, which 
was blamed by many of his friends, who 
thought he there ſeemed to juſtify himſelf be- 
fore he was either accuſed or ſo much as 
ſuſpected; and indeed what ſuſpicion could 
fall on a man whoſe life was ſo innocent and 
uniform. 


His iIneſs enereaſi ing, he went ſeldom to 
court, which did not appear like the ſame 
place, as he could no longer viſit Madame 
de Maintenon; his chief delight was with 
his family at home. When he found his il- 
neſs like to be mortal, he ordered his eldeſt 
ſon, who was then returned, to write to Mr 
Cavoye, to ſolicit the payment of his pen- 
ſion, that he might have ſome ready money 
in the houſe; when he brought him the let- 
| ter 
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ter to read, he faid, And why did you not 
mention Monf. Boileaux penſion alſo, we 
ſhould not be ſeparated ? write your letter 


over again, and let Monſ. Boileauz ſee I am 
his friend even till death. 


It being thought an operation might re- 
lieve him, he went through it with great 
firmneſs, but it was too late, for he died three 


days after the 21ſt day of April, A. D. 1699. 


Lewis the XIV th. was much affefled at 
the news of his death, and hearing he hadleft 


a family of ſeven children, and not much 


fortune, he was ſo good as to ſettle a pen- 
ſion of two thouſand livres yearly, which 
was divided among the widow and children, 
till the laſt ſurvivor, 


Madame Racine, after going to court to 
return thanks for the favor, reſolved to re- 


tire and live as a widow indeed, to execute 


that precept of St Paul, ſhe was under no 
neceſſity to alter her way of life, for more 
than thirty years ſhe was ſolely employed in 

I 3 the 
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the care of her children, and works of cha- 
rity for the poor. She died ſuddenly but not 
unprepared, Nov. 15, 1732. 


Theclea Racine, his aunt, died a few 
months after her beloved nephew, at the age 
of ſeventy-four, having governed the monaſ- 
try of Port Royal, either as Prioreſs or Ab- 
beſs, twenty-ſix years. She was entered a 
penſioner there at nine years old, ſo that 
ſhe left the world before ſhe was acquainted 
with it. Ms | 


IR, 
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As fo much has been ſaid abqut the great diſ- 


appointment his daughter met with in not 
being profeſſed at Port Royal, where an 
aunt of Monſ. Racine's, was ſuperior, and 
Where | undoubtedly it would have given 


great pleaſure to all parties to have fixed | 


her, as ſhe was earneſtly deſirous of it her- 
ſelf, and her aunt and all the nuns, as de- 
firous of having her with them, It may 


not be thought improper to give ſome ac- 
count of the reaſons that prevented it, 


which I ſhall do in as conciſe a manner as 
poſſible, taken from Monſ. Racine's own 
abridgment of the hiſtory of Port Royal, 


ORT ROYAL, near Chevreuſe, was one 


of the moſt ancient Abbeys of the order 
of St Bennet, founded in the year 1204, by 
2 biſhop of Paris, named Eudes de Suilly : 
the foundation was only for twelve nuns, ſo 


that 
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that it did not poſſeſs great riches at firſt : 
the principal benefactors were the Lords of 
Montmorency, and the Counts of Montfort, 
who ſucceſſively gave many donations, of 
which the greater part were confirmed by the 
king, ſaint Louis, who alſo gave them a rent 
charge, which they Kill enjoy, on which ac- 
count they acknowledge this pious king as 
one of their founders. Pope Honorius the 
Third, granted them many priviliges, among 
others, that of affording a retreat to ſeculars 
_ diſguſted with the world, who might there do 
penance without taking the vows; this was 
dated 123. 


Towards the end of the Jaft age, this mo- 
naſtery, as well as many others, fell into 
great diſorder, the ſtrict rule of St Bennet, 
being almoſt forgot, the cloiſter neglected, 
the ſpirit of the times having baniſhed al] re- 
gularity, In 1602, Marie Angelica Arnaud, 
according to the cuſtom of the times, was made 
abbeſs at eleven years of age. As ſhe was 


but eight years old when ſhe took the veil : 
| | | there 


there was little appearanoe that ſhe ſhould 
re-eſtabliſh good order, but ſo it pleaſed 


God, for when ſhe was in her ſeventeenth 


year, ſhe was much affected by a ſermon ſhe 
Heard on the beauty and holineſs of the or- 
der of St Bennet; and from that time, ſhe 
determined to practice it in all its rigour, 
And to uſe her utmoſt endeavours to induce 
the nuns to do the ſame ; ſhe began by renew- 
ing her vows, and was again profeſſed : ſhe 
changed whatever was worldly and ſenſual in 
. the habit, wearing no linen, and ſleeping 
upon ftraw ; abſtaining from meat, and ſhut- 
ting up the houſe with walls. She took great 
care not to alarm the nuns by too great al- 
terations at once ; ſhe ſet them a good exam- 
ple, talked but little, prayed often for them, 
and accompanied the exhortations ſhe ſome- 
times made them with tears; in ſhort, by 
degrees, ſhe gained them all, ſo that in Jeſs 
than five years, faſting, praying, ſilence, and 


nightly watchings, all the auſterities of the 
order 
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order of St Bennet, were practiced at Port 
Royal as they have been eyer ſince. 


This reformation made a great noiſe, and 
gave great offence to a number of monks and 
nuns who loved good cheer, idleneſs and de- 
| licacy, and treated the nuns of Port Royal, 
as fools, mad women, and even as ſchiſ- 
maticks. 


Many houſes not only admired their refor- 
mation, but determined to copy it, but fear- 
ed they ſhould not ſucceed without the aſſiſ- 
tance of the abbeſs of Port Royal, therefore 
they got an order from the general of the 
order, for the abbeſs or ſome of her nuns, 
to eſtabliſh good order at many houſes, as 
Maubiſſon, Lys, St Aubin, and many o- 
thers; and ſome abbeſſes came and reſided 
at Port Royal to learn their pious method. 
Many Abbeys of men reformed on their mo- 
del, ſo that it may be ſaid Port Royal had 
the honour to reſtore the ſpirit of St Bernard 

| | and 
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and St Bennet, which had pom almoſt for- 
gotten. 


While the abbeſs Marie Angelica was at 

Maubiſſon, ſhe left Port Royal under the 

care of her ſiſter Agnes, two years younger 

than herſelf, and on her return in 1620, 
admiring her progreſs in virtue, obtained the 

favor to have her as a coadjutrix, which was 

approved by Monf d' Gondy, archbiſhop of 
Faris. 


About the year 1625, Port Royal encreaf- 
ed to fourſcore nuns, and the houſe being 
too ſmall, and the buildings low, it was very 
unhealthy; in this diſtreſs, madame Arnaud, 
mother to the abbeſs, who had been a wi- 
dow ſometime, conceived a deſign to retire 
from the world, and even commence nun, 
under the conduct of her daughter; know- 
Ing the poverty of the houſe, ſhe bought a 
houſe for them in the Fauxbourg faint Ja- 
gues, and gave them, where they ſoon went 
| ta. 
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to reſide, having obtained leaye of the king 
and of the archbiſhop, | 5 


The reputation of this ſaciety raiſed 3 
many friends, particularly Mary de Medi- 
cis, who honoured them with her protection, 
and by letters patent, regiſtered in parliament, 
took the title of their foundreſs and benefac- 
treſs; ſhe was not in circumſtances to give 
many marks of her liberality, but ſhe pro- 


cured them a protection they could not other- 
wiſe have hoped for, 5 


The abbeſs Angelica lived in fear leaſt af- 
ter her death, ſome future abbeſs who might 
not have been bred in the houſe, might in a 
few months, deſtroy all the good order ſhe 
had been ſo ſolicitous to eſtabliſh, ſhe there- 


fore ſpoke to the queen, who interceeded 55 


with the king her ſon, to make it elective 
every three years, which was confirmed by 
pope Urban the VIIIth, when in the year 
1630, Angelica and her ſiſter Agnes, laid 


down their quality of abbeſs and of Coadju- 
| trix, 
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trix, and e! ecled one of the nuns, abbeſs for 
three years. : 


* -S 


She likewiſeobtained another favor ſhe bad 
much at heart, which was this; as ſhe had al- 
ways a great love for the eccleſiaſtic hierarchy, 
ſhe as ardently deſired to be ſubjectto the epiſ- 
copal authority as others did to avoid it; her 
wiſh was the more reaſonable, as the Con- 
vent was founded by a biſhop of Paris, and 
had remained many years under their juriſ- 
diction, till ſome of their ſucceſſors had con- 
ſented to acknowledge the juriſdiction of the 
abbot of St Bennet, which they were now 
freed from, and M. de Gondy took upon him 


the government, reſerving to them the privi - 
leges of the order. 


About the year 1637, the dutcheſs of Lon- 
gueville, who had been a great benefactreſs, 
died ; they had then near a hundred nuns, 
and were again obliged to divide for want of 
room; and in the year 1649, Angelica, who 
was then abbeſs by election, went with a 
cer- 


holy virgins prayers; among whom were the 


142 A. SHORT ACCOUNT 


certain number of nuns, to their houſe in 


the country, forming two houſes under one 
regulation and one abbeſs. The church and 
building had been raiſed, and thereby render- 
ed more healthy; at this time, the dutcheſs 
of Luynes prevailed on the duke to quit the 
court and retire. They built a ſmall caſtle 


in the neighbourhood of Port Royal, and they 
alſo built a dormitory for the convent, but 


the dutcheſs did not live to ſee either build- 
ing finiſhed. | 


The nüt were hardly eſtabliſhed in the 
country, when the civil war broke out, and 


they were obliged in 1652, to ſeek for ſafety 


in their houſe at Paris, as did many other 
nuns from different houſes in the country, 
who were treated in the ſame manner as their 
own ; but the war being concluded in 1653. 
they returned to the houſe in the country, 


which has never ſince been abandoned: ma- 
ny perſons of quality retired from time to 


time, to ſeek a retreat and to partake of theſe 


duke 


Or PORT ROYAL. ue 


duke and dutcheſs of Liancourt, and ſeveral 
other ladies, conſiderable both for birth and 
merit, drawn thither by the ſolid piety prac- 
ticed in this monaſtery, 


In ſhort, there was no religious houſe in bet- 
ter order than Port Royal; all things there, 


inſpired piety, the grave and affecting manner 


in which the praiſes of God were celebrat- 
ed, the plainneſs and neatneſs of their church, 
the modeſt behaviour of the ſervants, the ſo- 
litude of the parloirs, and the little curiolity 
the nuns ſhewed for worldly converſation: 
in a word, an entire indifference for the 
things of this world. "Thoſe who were till 
more intimately acquainted with the nuns, 
had new ſubjects of edification ; peace, ſi- 
lence, charity, love of poverty and mortifi- 
cation, labour without reſt, conſtant prayers, 
and ready obedience to ſuperiors. 


7 


What rendered this houſe moſt admired, 

and perhaps drew ſome jealouſy on them, 
was the excellent education they gave the 
youth 
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youth entruſted to their care; it was an aſys 
lum where innocence was ſafe from the con- 
tagion of the age; a ſchool, where the truths 


of religion were ſtrongly inculcated; their 
leſſons made the more forcible impreſſion on 
young minds as they ſaw them practiced by ſo 
large a community. But they were not only 
brought up to ſerve God, great care was ta- 
ken to form their minds ſo as to make them 
good nuns, or excellent mothers of a family. 
Many ladies might be mentioned, who have 
edified the world by their wiſdom and virtue; 
and who have always retained the greateſt 
affection for the remains of this poor afflict- 
ed houſe: the riſe of their troubles was as 
follows, | | 1 


All the world knows the difference that has 

always ſubſiſted between the univerſity of Paris 
and the Jeſuits; the univerſity oppoſed their 
eſtabliſhment in France, with all their pow- 
er, but not being able to prevent it, they 
remained firm in not admitting them of their 


body, and often demanded of the parliament, 
; that 
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that they might be driven from the kingdom; 
in one of the caſes, they appointed Anthony 
Arnaud, father to the abbeſs Angelica, their 
advocate. He was of a good family, and 


diſtinguiſhed for his zeal againſt the league, 


and was looked on as a great royaliſt, for 
which reaſon he was choſen, and pleaded 


their cauſe with a vehemence the Jeſuits ne- 
yer forgave. But this was only the prelude, 


his ſon, the celebrated Anthony Arnaud, 
doctor of the Sorbonne, when only a batche- 


lor of arts, teſtified great zeal againſt the 


novelties introduced into morality, by their 


doQtrines z many were the methods they took 


to get rid of ſo formidable an enemy, they 
aſperſed his character, and perſecuted him 
in various ways. 


Though the nuns of Port Royal had na 
part in this conteſt, yet as Monſ. Arnaud, 


was brother to the abbeſs, had his mother, 


ſix of his ſiſters, and ſix nieces, nuns there, 


and had ſettled his own fortune on that ſoci- 


ety, when he took orders and had retired there 
MO} with 
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with his elder brother and two nephews, 
from whence he had publiſhed thoſe excel- 
lent works which had given the Jeſuits fo 
much trouble; this was enough to make 
them enemies to Port Royal, which they 
perſecuted both with ſcandal, and various 


other means, never ceaſing till they had ac- 


compliſhed its overthrow ;- ſo that they were 
obliged to profeſs no more nuns; nay, even 


Monſ. Racine ſeems to have been accuſed of 


favouring them, as we may perceive by the 


letter he writes to Madame de Maintenon, 


which I have inſerted, 
M. Racine to Madame de MAIN TENOx. 


Madam, | 


I took the liberty of writing to you 
about the tax which has ſo much embarraſſed 
my little affairs; but not content with that, 
— "Oy: 
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$ T have drawn up a memorial, which I would 1 
. beg the favour of you to deliver to his Ma- it 
> jeſty; this, madam, is the manner I mean to 0 
: conduct myſelf on this occaſion ; but I fear ll 
4 I ſhall have a much more terrible affair on | fl 
5 my hands. I confeſs that when I cried out jl 
- in Eſther, O king, drive away ca umny, I f 


. little thought I ſhould myſelf be one day the 
ſubje& of calumny, 1 find I am repreſented 


K as a man of a cabal, and an enemy to the 
2 church. 1 
: i 


you have often ſaid, one of the beſt qualities 
J poſſeſſed, was that of having an entire ſub- 
miſſion to the church, even as an infant, as 0 
to what ſhe believes or orders, quite to the | 
moſt trifling things. I have made, at your i 
requeſt, near three thouſand verſes on ſub- 0 
jects of piety, and I aſſuredly ſpoke from 
my heart, and have there exp/ained all 
/ the ſentiments of my moſt ſecret thoughts. | 
| Have you ever found there any paſſage that 
can accuſe me of error. 


} 1 3 | And 


ec 


i 
Be ſo good as to remember, madam, that 
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1 A SHORT ACCOUNT 


And as to cabal, who may not be accuſed 


ir they will accuſe a man ſo devoted to the 


king as I am, a man whoſe whole thoughts 
are employed in collecting the great actions 
of his life, and tranſmitting them to poſte- 
rity, and thereby inſpiring others with love 
and admiration for the king. I can truly ſay 
that great lords have ſought my company 
more than J have ſought theirs but in what- 


ever company I have been, God has given 


me the grace not to bluſh at my attachment 
either to the king or to the goſpel, There 
are living witneſſes who can inform you 
with what zeal I have often combated the 
little chagrins that ſometimes arife in the 
breaſts of people to whom the king has grant- 
ed many favors. Alas, madam, with what 


face can I acquaint poſterity that this great 


prince never ſuffered tale-bearers even againſt 
perſons of the leaſt conſequence, when I am 


 myfelf ſo fad an example of the contrary. 


But I am very ſenſible what has drawn on 


mo this unjuſt perſecution, I have an aunt 


whe 
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who is ſuperior at Port Royal, and to whom 
J have infinite obligations; ſhe it was, who, 
when I was an infant, taught me to know 
God, and it was her alſo, who drew me from 
the wanderings and miſery of the firſt fifteen 
years of my life: ſhe applied to me, and ſure 

I muſt have been the moſt abje& of men to 
have refuſed her the ſmall aſſiſtance I could 


give her in this diſtreſs; but to whom did 


I apply ? I waited on Father le Chaize, and 
acquainted him with all I knew of the ſtate 


of the houſe: I dare not ſay, I prevailed on 
him in their favour, but he appeared well 


ſatisfied with my account, and aſſured me he 
ſhould all his life remain my friend and ſer- 


* vant.. 


I can proteſt before God, that I neither 
know nor frequent any perſon ſuſpected of 
the leaſt novelty : I paſs my life in my own 
family, and may ſay, I am never in the 


| world but when I am at Marli. I do aſſure 
vou, madam, the ſituation I am in, is well 


worthy that compaſſion you have always 
| 7 ſhewg 
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ſnewn to the unfortunate. I am deprived, 
of the honor. of ſeeing you; I dare hardly 

reckon on your protection, it is nevertheleſs. 
the only one | try to merit, if | ſeek conſola- 
tion in my writings, but judge how great a 
gloom it muſt caſt over me to refle& that the 1 
| gfeat Prince for whom I am employed, per- 
haps looks on me as a perſon more deſerving 
his anger than of an favor. 


In 


( 51 ) 


In this Collection there is a letter to his fiſ- 
ter at Ferte Melun, which may ſerve to 
ſhew Monſ. Racine's kindneis to bis * 
Nelations. 


To eg Riviere. 


Ivrite to you, my dear ſiſter, about 
an affair in which you are concerned as well 
as myſelf, and which I deſire you will inform h 
me of as ſoon as you _ can. You know there | 

is an edict that every one who would have | 0 — 4 
their arms on their plate, & e. to pay about 7 | 
twenty-five Livres, and to declare what their f 
arms are: I know thoſe of our family are g 
a Swan, but I know not the colours of the | 
Eſchutcheon, you will oblige me if you can 
inform me. I believe you will find the arms 
on ſome window of the houſe built by my 
grandfather. I have heard my uncle Racine 
fay, they were alſo painted on a window of 
the church at Fe erte Melun. T ry to give me 
ſome 


— 


| 
| 
. 
f 
Is 
: 
| 
I 
. 
. 


has reduced himſelf to this ſtate by his de- 
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' ſome information on this head, for I ſhall 
wait for your anſwer to pay in my money. 


The young man who wiſhes to marry our 
little M— came to me the other day, and 
I promiſed him to give my couſin one hun- 
dred Livres, and told him the preſent ftate 
of my affairs would not admit of my doing 
more, and I told him truth, for I have not 
yet paid the money I borrowed to purchaſe 


my place, fix thouſand livres of which, was 


lent me without intereſt, and honeſty obliges 
me to pay that as ſoon as poſſible, that I may 
not be burthenſome to my friends; at ano- 
ther time I hope I ſhall be able to make my 
couſin ſome ſmall preſent. 


Our kinfman H— came here like a beg- 
gar, and told my wife, before the ſervants, 
He was my couſin ; you know I am not a- 
bove owning my relations. and that I do to 


the beſt of my power to relieve their neceſ- 


ſity, but it is a little hard to have a man that 


bau- 


. ̃ 
baucheries, come here and make us bluſh at 
his beggary. I told him you would not have 
let him want for any thing, but that he ſpends 
all that you give him in liquor; however, I 


gave him ſomething to bear his expences back; 
I beg the favor of you to aſſiſt him with a 


little now and then on my account, but as 


if it came from yourſelf; I would willing- 
ly give ſomething to reljeve his neceſſities. 
I muſt always recommend poor Margaret to 
your notice; I ſhall continue my monthly 
allowance to her, and if you think the other 
wants it, you may give him monthly, on 
my account, what you think proper. 


I know not whether I told you that my 
dear elder daughter has entered among the 
Carmelites; it has coſt me many fears, but 
there was no turning her from the reſolution 
ſhe had taken: I think 1 always loved her 
the beſt of all my children, and had the moſt 
pleaſure in her, nor can any thing exceed 
the affection ſhe always expreſſed for me. I 


have been to ſee her ſeveral times, ſhe is de- 


lighted 
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Ji ohted with the way of life at the convent, 


though the rules are very ſevere. The ſoci- 


© ety are highly pleaſed with her, and ſhe is 
infinitely more chearful than when at home: 
1 therefore look on it as the will of God that 


ſhe ſhould be there, as ſhe is ſo perfeQly ſa- 


tisficd. Your little nephew is very ſpright- 
ly. Adieu, my dear ſiſter: do not fail to 


ſend me an anſwer, and when I can be ſexe 
” xiceable 1 to you 1 {ball glad! y do it. 


(a 


As there is but one letter from Monſ. Racine 
to his wife, I have inſerted that, as then 
all thoſe to his family are together; it was 
wrote from the camp at Chateau Cambreſis. 


ü 1 began to write to you yeſterday, at 
$t Quintin, but I was told the poſt was gone 
at noon, ſo did not finiſh. J have now re- 
| ceived your letters, which gave me great 
pleaſure. I am, I thank God, very well. 
Mr Roches' boys have pricked my little horſe 


in two places when ſhoeing it, at which I was 


very angry with them, and had reaſon ; but 
happily Monſ. de Cavoie, has brought a far- 
rier with him, who has taken my horſe un- 
ger his care, and aſſures me it will be ſoon 


well. To-morrow we go to Queſnoi, where 


we ſhall leave the ladies. At the camp, near 


Mons, hay is ſcarce, and I doubt the horſes 


will not find much forage. Corn is very. 


dear; your farmer will grow rich; he ought | 


to bring 79. lome money now becauſe you 


did. 


| 
| 
| 


(1766) 
did not urge to pay, and by that means, o- 
blige him to ſell his corn when it was cheap. 


The King received news yeſterday of his 
fleet, which ſailed from Breſt, the gth. of 
May, and is thought to be now at la Hogue, 
in Normandy, and the king of England * em- 
barked on board of it. It is reported in Hol- 
land, that the prince of Orange 8, now ſees 
there is a deſcent really intended, and that 
he appears aſtoniſhed at it. He has ſent his 
favorite Lord Portland, to England, to coun» 
termand three regiments that were ready to 
embark for Holland, and it is thought he 
will probably return thither himſelf. Monſ. 
de Baveire, is much troubled at his brother 
prince Clement's illneſs, who is ſaid to be 
- at the laſt extremity ; but he will be more 
troubled in a few days, when he will ſee 
130, ooo men enter the low countries. The 
King enjoys excellent health. He this day 
received news that the count d' Eſtrees has 
burnt and ſunk fourteen Engliſh merchant 
ſhips, and taken two men of war, their con- 


| . vo); 
® James II. & Afterwards king William III. 


67 
voy; this makes good amends for the tu 
voeſſels of D'Eſtrees ſquadron, that were left 
in a ſtorm: theſe are fortunate beginnings, 
and J hope it will pleaſe God to continue to 
declare on our fide, Acquaint Monſ. Deſ- 
preaux, with this news, for I ſhall not have 
time to write to him to-day, I met with 
Monſ. Dodart, to-day, for the firſt time; he 
is very well. Monſ. Tarte, flutters about 
as uſual, wears a great ſword with a moſt 
magnificent ſword knot, and has all the air 
of a great captain. 


Adieu my dear heart! embrace your chil- 
dren for me; exhort your ſon to mind his 
ſtudies, and to ſerve God, I was very well 
pleaſed with him at my departure, and hope 
I ſhall be more ſo at my return: write to me 
eften and let him write once more. Adieu. 


Mons. 


1 ) 


Mon. Racitie's youngeſt ' ſon, who was the 
publiſher of his father”. 3 works, ſpeaks thus 
of his elder brother, t 0 S theſe letters 
were wrote. 


Tur advice my father gave in the fotego- 
ing letters to my brothe r, to endeavour to 
make himſelf friends and protectors at court, 
was of no uſe to a man ir i whom the love of 
ſolitude prevailed ; and vyho, though very a= 
miable and well qualified to ſucceed in the | 
world, when buſineſs obl iged him to appear 
in it, yet as ſoon as he w. is enabled, he quit- 
ted it entirely. M. d' Tor cy continued his fa- 
vors to bim, and after my father's death, ſent 
him to Rome with the ambaſſador of F rance; 
but he ſtayed there but a ſliort time, and on his 
return, finding himſelf his own maſter, he 
obtained permiſſion to ſell his poſt of gentle- 
man in ordinary, fled from the world, and 
ſhut himſelf up in his cloſet with his books, 
where he lived to the age of fixty-nine, al- 
moſt without making any connection, except 

one 


EW 
| 6he very worthy fricnd. it might be ſaid of 


"TE... 733... as a. 


amb tion, even that of being wins His 
only wiſh was to have a gen ra! knowledge of 
the ſciences, bu: attached himſelf particularly 
to the Belles Lettres, in which he contented 
himſelf with read ng only, never having pub- 
liſhed any thing either in proſe or verſe, tho? 

he was very capable, both for his underitand- 
ing and his ſtile, as may be ſeen by the fol- 
lowing letter, which he wrote to me when I 
had deſired him to examine a Cm i had 
wrote on religion. 


n 


T have read your work ; haſtily, it is true, 
' folely with a view to ſee how [ liked the 
whole togother 3 the deſign is Low and! wore 


Sx: 


with an erudition that "Ra me I am not 

your elder in every thing. I ſhall ſay noth- 
ing of the verſification, as all know you are 

very 


6266) 
very eapable of turning a verſe well; in ſhort, 
there is nothing too difficult for you to ex- 


preſs in verſe, it even appears as if the bar- 


renneſs and dryneſs of the ſubje& warmed 


your imagination, and ſerved inftead of A- 
pollo, to inſpire you, There are ſome things 


perhaps, which when I ſhall ſee you, I may 
give you my remarks on; at the preſent, I 


ſhall only ſay, I think in your fixth canto, 
you inſiſt too much on the conformity of the 
pagan morality with that of the goſpel: The 


law of the goſpel and the law of nature, muſt 
undoubtedly agree, as they are the work of 
the ſame lawgiver; but where in pagan mo- 


rality, will you find the duty of love to God 


and the Saviour, which is at the ſame time 


the greateſt beauty, and the moſt difficult to 
attain, of all the chriſtian precepts. 


I cannot forgive your pitying ſo great a 


man as docrates, in one of the moſt beauti- 
ful paſſages of his life, when he ſpeaks of that 


cock which ought to be ſacrificed for him to 


Eſculapius : I fear you have only read that 


paſſage. 


1 


paffage in 1 the F rench, of Monſ. Dacier, and 
if ſo, I am not ſurprized that ſuch a tranſla- 
tor ſhould lead you into an error. Socrates: 
does not bid Crito ſacrifice a Cock; but only 
ſays, Crito we owe a cock to Eſculapius. Do 
you not ſee it is an irony, and that Plato 
after the manner of Homer, makes him die 
a he had lived; that is to ſay, with an iro- 
ny in his mouth ; it was a proverbial method 
of ſpeaxing when any had eſcaped ſome great 
danger, to ſay, Oh, for that you owe a cock 
to Eſculapius ; as we ſay, You owe a fine 
candle, &c. this is all the myſtery, Socrates 
ſaid, For this we owe a fine coek to Eſcu- 
| lapius, for I am certainly cured of all my ills. 
This is conformable to the idea he had of 
death, Could you think that the laſt words 
of ſo wiſe a man as Socrates, would be folly? 
There are ſome characters of ſuch reſpecta- 
bility, that to attack them is to attack human 
nature, Parcendum eft caritati hominem, ſays 
Cicero. Monſ. Deſpreaux, great as he is, 
has met with ſome ſevere criticiſms from his 
friends, on what he has ſaid of Socrates in 
his 


616) 


his works, which he has juſtified by ſaying, 
That he could not ſacrifice a greater victim 


| 3 to our Saviour than the moſt virtuous man 
1 among the heathens. . 

| | 

| | The intereſt I take in every thing that re- 
1 a 1 ; 


19.3 lates to you will probably overcome my indo- 

Fl | lence, and engage me to ſend you ſome other 

i reflections, but a critic is a diſagreeable em- 

E paloyment, both for the critic and the author, 

* in wheſe favour it is taken up; beſide, I could 
wiſh you to have a friend whoſe judgment 

is more enlightened, and who is leſs inter- 
eſted than myſelf, 
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